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1. Texas Party 
2. Make My Home Where I Hang My Hat 
3. Don't Stop By The Creek, Son 
4. Same Thing 
5. Copeland Special 
6. I Was Born All Over 
7. Claim Jumper 
8. When The Rain Starts Fallin' 
9. Johnny Gone 
10. Houston 
11. Bozalimalamu 
12. Blues Ain't Nothin'
  Alto Saxophone - Koffi Assale, Arthur Blythe  Alto Saxophone, Tenor Saxophone, Baritone
Saxophone – Joe Rigby, Byard Lancaster, Sam Purnace  Bass Saxophone – Joe Rigby  Bass –
Michael Merritt, Brian Miller, Don Whitcomb  Drums – Julian Vaughan, Dwayne 'Cook'
Broadnax, Jimmy Wormworth, Mansfield Hitchman, Candy McDonald  Guitar – Joel Perry, Ken
Pino, Stevie Ray Vaughan, Jimmy Hyacinthe, Malina, John Liebman  Harmonica – Brooklyn
Slim  Keyboards – Ken Vangel  Piano – Ken Vangel  Percussion – Halial, Jean-Claude
Kungnon, Souliman Mohamed  Tenor Saxophone – Greg Alper, Bert McGowan  Tenor
Saxophone, Soprano Saxophone – George Adams  Trombone – Bill Ohashi, George Lewis,
Emmet King, Garrett List  Trumpet – John Pratt, Ben Bierman, Yusef Yancey    

 

  

27 March 1937, Haynesville, Louisiana, USA, d. 4 July 1997, New York, USA. A former boxer,
Johnny ‘Clyde’ Copeland was active as a guitarist and singer on the Houston blues scene
during the late 50s and 60s. While there is no doubt as to Copeland’s blues credentials,
throughout the 60s in particular, he recorded a wide body of genuinely top-drawer soul.
Although all of his 60s soul tracks appear to have been recorded in Houston (from the 70s
onwards, some were cut in Los Angeles), Copeland was a ‘label-hopper’ supreme. He made
numerous singles for such labels as Mercury Records (‘All Boy’ 1958), Paradise, Golden Eagle

 1 / 2



Johnny Copeland - Texas Party - Blues Collection Vol.56 (1995)

Written by bluesever
Saturday, 27 February 2010 14:38 - Last Updated Sunday, 14 March 2021 22:16

(‘Down On Bending Knees’) and Crazy Cajun. His version of Bob Dylan’s ‘Blowin’ In The Wind’
was issued by New York-based Wand Records in 1965 and there were later albums for Atlantic
Records. The renewed interest in the blues during the 70s brought a recording contract with
Rounder Records, and Copeland’s Nappy Brown -influenced vocals were heard to good effect
on a 1977 album with Arthur Blythe (saxophone). He joined the festival circuit, and a rousing
performance at Chicago in 1984 with fellow Texan guitarists Albert Collins and Clarence
‘Gatemouth’ Brown led to the Grammy-winning Showdown! (1985). This collaboration with
Collins and Robert Cray included the Copeland originals ‘Lion’s Den’ and ‘Bring Your Fine Self
On Home’. Later albums were released by Rounder and included Bringin’ It All Back Home,
recorded in Africa. In 1995 he underwent major surgery following serious heart problems, and a
benefit was held for him shortly before his death in 1997.---oldies.com
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