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Papa John Creach — Rock Father (1977)

1. "Travelin’ On" (Midnight Sun / Creach) 2. "High Gear" (Parker / Moore / Creach) 3. "Old
Man River" (Hammerstein / Kern) 4. "Slow Groove" (Monda) 5. "J. V. and Me" (Freeman /
Martinez) 6. "Straight Ahead" (Freeman / Martinez) 7. "I Like All Kinds of Music" (Parker /
Moore / Creach) 8. "Brand New Day" (Parker / Creach) 9. "Jump Up, Gimme Some Dancing"
(Monda) 10. "Orange Blossom Special” (Rouse)  Musicians:  Papa John Creach —
electric violin, vocals ~ Mark Leon —drums, vocals  Kevin Moore — electric guitar, acoustic
guitar, vocals  John Lewis Parker — piano, organ, clavinet, Arp odyssey, vocals  Holden
Raphael — congas, percussion, bells, harps, vocals  Bryan Tilford — bass, vocal + Al
Vescovo — steel guitar, banjo  Reid King — vocals, equipment  Art Freeman — Arp strings

Violinist Papa John Creach first came to the notice of rock fans when he joined Jefferson
Airplane and its spin-off group, Hot Tuna, in 1970. By that time, he was already in his early
fifties, a veteran of jazz and blues associations, while his fellow bandmembers were still
approaching 30. Nevertheless, using an electrified violin, Creach added a new psychedelic
edge to the Airplane in its final days. The band split in 1972, by which time Creach had begun to
release solo albums on its custom label, Grunt. the Airplane was reorganized and relaunched
as Jefferson Starship, and Creach was with it through its million-selling Red Octopus album in
1975. He continued to make solo albums through 1992, when he released Papa Blues. Papa
John Creach died of heart failure in 1994 at the age of 76. ---William Ruhimann, Rovi
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