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With Deep Purple and Rainbow, Blackmore almost exclusively played a Fender Stratocaster.
He is also one of the first rock guitarists to use a "scalloped" fretboard where the wood is filed
and carved out into a shallow "U" shape between the frets.

One of Blackmore's best-known guitar riffs is from the song "Smoke on the Water". He plays the
riff without a pick, using two fingers to pluck the strings in fourths.

In his soloing, Blackmore combines blues scales and phrasing with dominant minor scales and
ideas from European classical music. While playing he would often put the pick in his mouth to
play with his fingers.

He has two guitar solos ranked on Guitar World magazine's "Top 100 Greatest Guitar Solos"
("Highway Star" at #19 and "Lazy" at #74, both from the aloum Machine Head).
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