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[15] 1908-09 – Mahler: Das Lied von der Erde – Der Abschied
Christa Ludwig
Philharmonia Orchestra, Otto Klemperer
Recorded: 19-22 February 1964, Kingsway Hall & No.1 Studio, Abbey Road,, London

1909 - Schoenberg: 5 Orchestral Pieces, Op.16 (original version)
[1] I Vorgefühle (Sehr rasch)
[2] II Vergangenes (Mässige Viertel)
[3] III Farben (Mässige Viertel)
[4] IV Peripetie (Sehr rasch)
[5] V Das obligate Rezitativ (Bewegte Achtel)
City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra, Simon Rattle
Recorded: 19-21 December 1987 & 29 April 1988, Butterworth Hall, Warwick Arts Centre,
University of Warwick

1909-10 - Webern: 6 Orchestral Pieces, Op.6 (revised version)
[6] I Langsam
[7] II Bewegt
[8] III Mässig
[9] IV Sehr mässig
[10] V Sehr langsam
[11] VI Langsam
City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra, Simon Rattle
Recorded: 29 April 1988, Butterworth Hall, Warwick Arts Centre, University of Warwick

1911-12 - Prokofiev: Piano Concerto No.1 in D flat, Op.10
[12] I Allegro brioso
[13] II Andante assai
[14] III Allegro scherzando
Martha Argerich
Orchestre Symphonique de Montreal, Charles Dutoit
Recorded: 29-31 October 1997, L'Église de St. Eustache, Montreal
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At time of writing, this 16-CD box set is available for a price of about £1.50 per disc. Considering
it contains so many of the big hits and big hitters (both composers and performers) of 20th
century concert music, that's absolutely staggering value for money. It may not be quite so
appealing to connoisseurs who are already very familiar with the music, but for curious
non-experts who may know some of the pieces but want to become better acquainted with a
wider range, it's hard to think of a more comprehensive, and less expensive, way in.

  

Other reviewers have itemised the contents, so I won't repeat their work. They've also queried
some of the selections. As a non-expert, I can't really comment on that (though I think the mix of
the familiar and approachable with the more challenging is stimulating as well as well-judged),
and no compilation is ever perfect, but to me, any serious quibbling seems mean-spirited given
what's on offer here at this price. It does avoid the wilder shores of the post-war avant garde,
but that probably makes it more accessible to a wider audience, and it's hard to see that as a
bad thing.

  

If you're looking at this item and thinking it looks pretty good, well, it's outstandingly good, and
you should order it without a moment's hesitation. You probably won't like everything, but you
certainly won't regret it. Unreservedly recommended. ---Runmentionable, amazon.com
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