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Reinhard Keiser - Die Großmütige Tomyris (2013)

  

  CD1        1 Die grossmütige Tomyris - Oper in drei Akten: Concerto avanti l'opera a 5 (Vivace
ma non presto)       2 Die grossmütige Tomyris - Oper in drei Akten, 1. Akt: Nr. 1 Lebe lange,
lebe lange, tapfere Königin       3 Die grossmütige Tomyris - Oper in drei Akten, 1. Akt: Ich bin
vergnügt (Rezitativ)       4 Die grossmütige Tomyris - Oper in drei Akten, 1. Akt: Nr. 2 Lebe
lange, lebe lange, tapfere Königin       5 Die grossmütige Tomyris - Oper in drei Akten, 1. Akt:
Nr. 3 Tanz der Scythen mit bloßen Säbeln (Gigue)       6 Die grossmütige Tomyris - Oper in drei
Akten, 1. Akt: Dein Opfer hat die Götter vergnügt (Rezitativ)       7 Die grossmütige Tomyris -
Oper in drei Akten, 1. Akt: Nr. 4 Non star dubioso (Aria)       8 Die grossmütige Tomyris - Oper in
drei Akten, 1. Akt: Unüberwindlichste, ich werd' euch bald den Eid (Rezitativ)       9 Die
grossmütige Tomyris - Oper in drei Akten, 1. Akt: Nr. 5 Se mai perdo la gloria d'amante (Aria)    
  10 Die grossmütige Tomyris - Oper in drei Akten, 1. Akt: Unglücklichster Monarch! (Rezitativ)   
   11 Die grossmütige Tomyris - Oper in drei Akten, 1. Akt: Nr. 7 Liebe, Rache, Zorn und Wut
(Aria)       12 Die grossmütige Tomyris - Oper in drei Akten, 1. Akt: Laß sich die Könige bei mir
einfinden (Rezitativ)       13 Die grossmütige Tomyris - Oper in drei Akten, 1. Akt: Nr. 8 Strahlt,
ihr Sterne, meine Liebe (Aria)       14 Die grossmütige Tomyris - Oper in drei Akten, 1. Akt: Sieh
da! die Könige! (Rezitativ)       15 Die grossmütige Tomyris - Oper in drei Akten, 1. Akt: Proverà
la mia catena (Aria)       16 Die grossmütige Tomyris - Oper in drei Akten, 1. Akt: Bewünschter
Ort, wo ich vergnügungvoll (Rezitativ)       17 Die grossmütige Tomyris - Oper in drei Akten, 1.
Akt: Nr. 11 Brecht doch, ihr geliebten Schatten (Aria)       18 Die grossmütige Tomyris - Oper in
drei Akten, 1. Akt: Nr. 12 Sinfonie       19 Die grossmütige Tomyris - Oper in drei Akten, 1. Akt:
Ihr Götter! Meroe erscheint in jener Höhe (Rezitativ)       20 Die grossmütige Tomyris - Oper in
drei Akten, 1. Akt: Mir wird bald heiß, bald kalt (Accompagnement)       21 Die grossmütige
Tomyris - Oper in drei Akten, 1. Akt: Nr. 14 Spricht mir euer Haß, ihr Schönen (Aria)       22 Die
grossmütige Tomyris - Oper in drei Akten, 2. Akt: Nr. 15 Triumphiere, triumphiere, singe, lebe    
  23 Die grossmütige Tomyris - Oper in drei Akten, 2. Akt: Nr. 16 Menuet       24 Die
grossmütige Tomyris - Oper in drei Akten, 2. Akt: Nr. 17 Loure       25 Die grossmütige Tomyris -
Oper in drei Akten, 2. Akt: Nr. 18 Bourée       26 Die grossmütige Tomyris - Oper in drei Akten,
2. Akt: Geliebte Königin, du hast die Siegeszeichen (Rezitativ)       27 Die grossmütige Tomyris -
Oper in drei Akten, 2. Akt: Nr. 19 Caro bene! (Aria in tre)       28 Die grossmütige Tomyris - Oper
in drei Akten, 2. Akt: So wolltest du wohl einen Ehgemahl (Rezitativ)       29 Die grossmütige
Tomyris - Oper in drei Akten, 2. Akt: Nr. 20 Amor fache nicht die Flammen (Aria)     CD2 

      1
Die grossmütige Tomyris - Oper in drei Akten, 2. Akt: Es ist mir lieb, daß ich dich hier erblicke
(Rezitativ)       2 Die grossmütige Tomyris - Oper in drei Akten, 2. Akt: Nr. 23 Eilet, ihr Furien,
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kommet zusammen (Aria)       3 Die grossmütige Tomyris - Oper in drei Akten, 2. Akt: Orontes,
deine Treu ist mir genugsam bekannt (Rezitativ)       4 Die grossmütige Tomyris - Oper in drei
Akten, 2. Akt: Mein herbes Leid und scharfer Schmerz (Aria affettuosa)       5 Die grossmütige
Tomyris - Oper in drei Akten, 2. Akt: Unglücklichste, was willst du nun beginnen? (Rezitativ)      
6 Die grossmütige Tomyris - Oper in drei Akten, 2. Akt: Nr. 27 Kühle Winde, saust gelinde (Aria)
      7 Die grossmütige Tomyris - Oper in drei Akten, 2. Akt: Nr. 28 Symphonie       8 Die
grossmütige Tomyris - Oper in drei Akten, 2. Akt: Der Himmel lachet meine Rache (Rezitativ)     
 9 Die grossmütige Tomyris - Oper in drei Akten, 2. Akt: Nr. 24 Deine Großmut, deine Güte
(Aria)       10 Die grossmütige Tomyris - Oper in drei Akten, 2. Akt: Soll mein Tigranes so
unschuldig sterben (Rezitativ)       11 Die grossmütige Tomyris - Oper in drei Akten, 2. Akt: Nr.
30 Kann ich meinen Schatz nicht retten (Aria)       12 Die grossmütige Tomyris - Oper in drei
Akten, 3. Akt: Hier ist das edle Schild (Rezitativ)       13 Die grossmütige Tomyris - Oper in drei
Akten, 3. Akt: Nr. 32 Nell'apparenza del gran delitto (Aria)       14 Die grossmütige Tomyris -
Oper in drei Akten, 3. Akt: Was stellt ihr euch bei dem Verräter vor? (Rezitativ)       15 Die
grossmütige Tomyris - Oper in drei Akten, 3. Akt: Nr. 34 Tu lusinghi, o crudo amore (Aria)      
16 Die grossmütige Tomyris - Oper in drei Akten, 3. Akt: Die Meroe! (Rezitativ)       17 Die
grossmütige Tomyris - Oper in drei Akten, 3. Akt: Nr. 35 Sterb' ich nur um dich (Aria a 2 voci)     
 18 Die grossmütige Tomyris - Oper in drei Akten, 3. Akt: Schweig, Tomyris ist hier (Rezitativ)    
  19 Die grossmütige Tomyris - Oper in drei Akten, 3. Akt: Nr. 36 Rase nur, rase nur gegen dich
selbsten (Aria furiosa)       20 Die grossmütige Tomyris - Oper in drei Akten, 3. Akt: Ach,
Tomyris! dein Zorn (Rezitativ)       21 Die grossmütige Tomyris - Oper in drei Akten, 3. Akt: Nr.
37 Mi dice onore, tu sei felice (Aria)       22 Die grossmütige Tomyris - Oper in drei Akten, 3. Akt:
Nein! nein! Tigranes soll nicht sterben (Rezitativ)       23 Die grossmütige Tomyris - Oper in drei
Akten, 3. Akt: Nr. 38 Treuloses Kind, auf! auf! (Aria)       24 Die grossmütige Tomyris - Oper in
drei Akten, 3. Akt: Tigranes sterbe, der Verräter! (Rezitativ)       25 Die grossmütige Tomyris -
Oper in drei Akten, 3. Akt: Nr. 39 Umwölke doch, umwölke doch, Vergessenheit (Aria)       26
Die grossmütige Tomyris - Oper in drei Akten, 3. Akt: So willst du sterben, ach! (Rezitativ)      
27 Die grossmütige Tomyris - Oper in drei Akten, 3. Akt: Nr. 41 Treue Liebe herrschet (Air en
Gavotte)  
 Gabriele Fontana (soprano) - Tomyris;   Marianne Hirsti (soprano) - Meroë;   Christoph
Prégardien (tenor) - Tigranes;   Stefan Dahlberg (tenor) - Policares;   Alan Cemore (baritone) -
Doraspe;   Oskar Purg- staller (tenor) - Latyrus;   Wolfram Krohn (bass-baritone) - Orontes.   
Linde Consort (playing authentic Baroque instruments)  Hans-Martin Linde – conductor    rec.
live, 20-24 April 1988, Theater im Pfalzbau, Ludwigshafen, Germany.     

 

  

The name of Reinhard Keiser is closely connected to the Oper am Gänsemarkt in Hamburg.
This was the first opera house in Germany which was not part of an aristocratic court; every
citizen could buy a ticket. The librettos were mostly in German, although often the arias were in
Italian or French. It opened in 1678 with a performance of a sacred opera by Johann Theile.
Many composers who are still well-known were active in Hamburg as opera composers, such
as Johann Philipp Krieger, Johann Mattheson, Christoph Graupner, Georg Philipp Telemann,
George Frideric Handel and Reinhard Keiser. However, the repertoire of the Oper am
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Gänsemarkt is comparatively obscure. One reason is that a large part of it has been lost.

  

Telemann's oeuvre continues to enjoy increasing interest and some of his operas have been
performed and recorded. However, most of his operas are lost or have been preserved in only
fragmentary form. From Graupner's operatic output almost nothing has survived. In the case of
Keiser the situation is much better. His colleague Johann Mattheson stated that he had
composed over one hundred operas. That is certainly highly exaggerated, but there is
documentary evidence of at least 66 operas from his pen. Less than a third has survived: 19
largely complete scores and substantial fragments of others. However, very little of his output
has received any attention in modern times. Very few of his operas are available on disc, and
because of that this reissue should be welcome.

  

That said, I am not sure whether this particular issue will do Keiser's reputation any good. The
fact that he was so prolific works against him. It hasn't exactly given him a good name among
music historians. Telemann also suffered the same fate but more of his oeuvre has been
explored. As this has happened so the conviction has grown that most of it is of very good
quality. Whether the same is the case with Keiser is hard to say. This recording of his opera Die
großmütige Tomyris is probably not such a good argument for his case.

  

It is claimed that this live performance of 1988 represents the complete opera. That seems to be
incorrect: the track-list includes the numbers in the libretto, and some are omitted. In the first act
we hear numbers 1 to 5, 7 and 8 and then 10 to 14. This indicates that parts have been cut.
Whether that is because those parts have been lost is impossible to say; the liner-notes omit
any information about that. The work-list in New Grove doesn't indicate that this opera is
incomplete.

  

This is a recording of a staged performance which explains the stage noises. I find that rather
annoying if there is nothing to see. German speakers may understand large parts of the
recitatives, but even they will miss some words or lines. The booklet is no help on that front as a
libretto is omitted. It is also questionable whether those who don't understand German are
willing to listen to long episodes with recitatives - some more than five minutes - without
understanding what they are about.

  

I must add that the singing is hardly a reason to purchase this disc. Most of the soloists sing
with a pretty big wobble, especially Gabriele Fontana who takes the title-role. Marianne Hirsti
and Oskar Pürgstaller are stylistically more convincing. Christoph Prégardien is the best of them
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all, but I have never considered him a real opera singer. He doesn't convince me here either.
From a dramatic point of view he is rather stiff, and that goes for the most of the cast. Despite
this being a live performance there is no real drama or impulse. The Linde-Consort has never
been a very engaging ensemble, and their playing is too straightforward and not very
imaginative.

  

As much as I would like to see operas by Reinhard Keiser being recorded, this recording should
not have been reissued. It is time that his operas were carefully examined, performed and
recorded. It seems that this particular example includes a lot of good stuff, but, sad to say, that
is not conveyed here. ---Johan van Veen, musicweb-international.com
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