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Leonardo Leo - Miserere (2002)

  

  Misereris Omnium, Domine (Introit, Gradual, Tract Versicle For Mass On Ash Wednesday)  1 
Misereris Omnium, Domine 2:01  2  Miserere Mei Deus 1:52  3  Adiuva Nos, Deus Salutaris
Noster 1:48  
 Reminiscere Miseratonum (Introit, Gradual, Communion For Mass On The Second Sunday In
Lent
 4  Reminiscere Miseratonum Tuarum, Domine 1:37  5  Tribulationes Cordis Mei 2:01  6 
Intellige Clamorem Meum 3:00  
 Salva Regina (Ed. Rudolf Ewerhart)
 7  Salva Regina, Mater Misericordiae 4:01  8  Ad Te Clamamus 3:00  9  Ad Te Suspiramus
3:47  10  Eia Ergo, Advocata Nostra 3:56  11  O Clemens, O Pia 3:48  
 Judicame Deus (Introit, Gradual, Communion For Mass On Passion Day)
 12  Judica Me Deus 3:11  13  Eripe Me, Domine 1:24  14  Hoc Corpus, Quod Pro Vobistredetur
5:00  
 Lamentations Of Jeremiah (Good Friday Tenebrae)
 15  Lesson I: De Lamentatione Jeremiae Prophetae Heth. Miscordiae Domini 11:26  16 
Lesson II: Aleph. Quomodo Obscuratum Est Aurum 8:26  17  Lesson III: Incipit Oratio Jeremiae
Prophetae. Recordare Domine, Quid Accederit Nobis 8:55  
 Bass Vocals – Renaud Delaigue (tracks: 1-6, 12-14)  Contralto Vocals – Hilary Summers
(tracks: 1-6, 12-14, 16)  Soprano Vocals – Anne-Lise Sollied (tracks: 4-6, 12-15), Sandrine Piau
(tracks: 1-14, 17)  Tenor Vocals – Jean-François Novelli (tracks: 1-6, 12-14)    Cello – Ophélie
Gaillard  Double Bass – David Sinclair  Harpsichord, Organ – Christophe Rousset  Violin –
Izumi Sato (tracks: 7-11), Makoto Akatsu (tracks: 7-11)    Ensemble – Les Talens Lyriques 
Conductor – Christophe Rousset    

  

 Leonardo Leo's place in the firmament of Renaissance music is assured with several of his
compositions now available in various formats. This latest release on Decca brings together
some of his finest works including the monumental "Lamentations of Jeremiah", surely some of
the most remarkable pieces ever composed for Good Friday. 
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 Rousset is obviously in his element when conducting this sort of music. As Giovanna Ferrara
tells us in her concise albeit excellent notes, Leo was an important part of the musical
establishment in 18th century Naples and his compositions for Holy week and Lent were
anticipated with particular anxiety by the general public and seasoned musical lovers. 

  

 Of the musical pieces included here, the Salve Regina is particularly ravishing for its sense of
momentum and good humoured vitality. I have already said that the Lamentations remain Leo's
masterpiece and here they are infused with solemnity and mystery by Rousset and his
admirable group of singers and players. 

  

 The recording is of outstanding quality throughout and the notes also include the full texts and
translations for all works. Together with the magnificent Couperin double album also on Decca,
Rousset has confirmed his status as a towering interpreter in this sort of repertoire. ---Gerald
Fenech, classical.net
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