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Puccini - La Bohème (Schippers) [1969]

  

  CD1  1. La Bohème: Act I, "Questo Mar Rosso" 5:52   2. La Bohème: Act I, "Legna! Sigari!
Bordò" 3:43   3. La Bohème: Act I, "Si può?" 6:06  4. La Bohème: Act I, "Non sono in vena" 4:24
  5. La Bohème: Act I, "Che gelida manina!" 4:35   6. La Bohème: Act I, "Si, mi chiamano Mimi"
5:45   7. La Bohème: Act I, "O soave faniulla" 4:18  8. La Bohème: Act II, "Aranci, datteri!" 4:49  
9. La Bohème: Act II, "Ecco I giocattoli di Parpignol" 3:22   10. La Bohème: Act II, "Ch'io beva
del tossico" 3:16  11. La Bohème: Act II, "Quando men vò" 4:49   12. La Bohème: Act II, "Caro!
Fuori il danato!" 2:16    CD2  1. La Bohème: Act III, "Ohè, là, e guardie!" 3:54   2. La
Bohème: Act III, "Sa dirmi, scusi, qual'è l'osteria..." 2:18   3. La Bohème: Act III, "O buon
Marcello, aiuto!" 4:31   4. La Bohème: Act III, "Marcello. Finalments!" 2:28   5. La Bohème: Act
III, "Mimi è tanto malata!" 3:02   6. La Bohème: Act III, "D'onde lieta uscì" 3:22  7. La Bohème:
Act III, "Dunque è proprio finita?" 6:15   8. La Bohème: Act IV, "In un coupè?" 4:38  9. La
Bohème: Act IV, "Che ora sia?" 4:02  10. La Bohème: Act IV, "Musetta!" 6:06   11. La Bohème:
Act IV, "Vecchia Zimarra" 3:24  12. La Bohème: Act IV, "Sono andanti? Fingevo di dormire"
5:19   13. La Bohème: Act IV, "Dorme? Riposa" 5:28    Mirella
Freni (Mimi)  Luciano Pavarotti (Rodolfo)  Rita Talarcio (Musetta)  Sesto Bruscantini (Marcello) 
Nicola Ghiuselev (Colline)  Gianni Maffeo (Schaunard)  Alessandro Maddalena (Benoit)  Franco
Calabrese (Alcindoro)  Mario Di Felici (Parpignol)   Mario Frosini (Sergente dei doganieri)  Elio
Prisco (Un doganiere)    RAI Symphony Orchestra & Chorus, Rome  Thomas Schippers -
condutor    

 

  

This is particularly breathtaking for those who have always wanted a recording of Pavarotti and
Freni in their greatest roles, in their primes, but without Herbert von Karajan, who led them in
Decca's studio recording in l973 in a symphonic, large-scaled, very beautiful, but almost
lugubrious performance. Taped in Rome in 1969 and led handsomely and with great sensitivity
by the lamented Thomas Schippers, this set is extraordinary. Not only are the two superstars in
glorious, first-bloom voice, but one senses a closeness in their relationship that's impossible to
fake (they were born in the same town in the same year and shared a wetnurse as infants!). In
addition, since both are in such fresh voice, they sing with their innate musicality, elegance of
line, and ringing top notes in an easy fashion--they always sound perfectly natural. Sesto
Bruscantini, though a bit long in the tooth, is a sympathetic Marcello and Nicolai Ghiuselev
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impresses as Colline. Rita Talarico's Musetta is acceptable. The RAI chorus and orchestra,
while hardly on a level with Karajan's Berlin forces, are good enough. Even if you own another
Bohème (or two), at this price, this one is a must. --Robert Levine, ClassicsToday.com
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