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    01. Carl Orff — Carmina Burana: O Fortuna (2:43)  02. Johann Sebastian Bach — Orchestral
Suite No. 3 in D major, BWV 1068: II. Air (4:14)  03. Edvard Grieg — Peer Gynt Suite No. 1, Op.
46: I. Morning Mood (3:45)  04. Ludwig van Beethoven — Symphony No. 5 in C minor, Op. 67
"Fate": I. Allegro con brio (7:28)  05. Frédéric Chopin — Nocturne No. 2 in E-flat major, Op. 9
No. 2 (4:53)  06. Johann Pachelbel — Canon in D major (3:30)  07. Samuel Barber — Adagio
For Strings (8:23)  08. Antonio Vivaldi — The Four Seasons, Op. 8 "Spring": I. Allegro (3:13) 
09. Richard Wagner — The Valkyrie: Ride of the Valkyries (5:11)  10. Claude Debussy — Suite
Bergamasque, L 75: III. Clair de lune (5:14)  11. Giuseppe Verdi — Nabucco: Chorus of the
Hebrew Slaves (Va', pensiero, sull'ali dorate) (4:59)  12. Gustav Holst — The Planets, Op. 32:
IV. Jupiter, the Bringer of Jollity (7:46)  13. Antonín Dvořák — Symphony No. 9 in E minor, Op.
95 "From the New World": II. Largo (12:49)    

 

  

The 50 Greatest Pieces of Classical Music consists of famous selections performed by the
London Philharmonic Orchestra, under the direction of David Parry, with additional appearances
by violinist Pieter Schoeman, pianist Finghin Collins, and guitarist Craig Ogden. While the term
"greatest" may be debatable in the instance of some of the pieces, "popular" is a description
that's easier to support, for there's no denying the staying power of these pieces. Indeed, some
are so well-loved, they have become obligatory on such collections and are likely found in most
listeners' collections. Pachelbel's ubiquitous Canon in D major and the spurious Albinoni Adagio
(actually composed by Remo Giazotto) are here, as is Stanley Myers' Cavatina from The Deer
Hunter, though most of the tracks are excerpted sections from longer works, such as operas,
concertos, symphonies, and choral works. In this way, the masters from Bach and Vivaldi to
Rachmaninov and Mahler are generously represented, so even though the album gives merely
a sample of what each composer's music is like, the quantity of tracks makes it a broad
introductory survey. ---Blair Sanderson, Rovi
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