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Skeets Tolbert and His Gentelmen of Swing 1940-1942 (2002)

1. Sammy's Chopping Block 2:47 2. Jumpin' Like Mad 3:17 3. Sugar Boogie 2:49 4. I'll
Make It Worth Your While 3:02 5. Those Draftin' Blues 2:34 6. Hit That Jive Jack 2:42 pl
ay
7. Bugle Blues 3:00 8. Four O'Clock Blues 3:12 9. Uncle Eph's Dream 2:53 10. Big Fat
Butterfly 2:46 11. The Rhumba Blues 2:55 12. Jumpin' In The Numbers 2:30
play

13. That's The Messy Boogie 3:07 14. Lazy Gal Blues 3:02 15. Git It 2:40 16. What's The
Matter Now 3:03 17. Delta Land Blues 2:54 18. Fill-Up 2:26 19. Ride On 2:56 20. Because |
Love My Daddy So 3:10 21. C.O.D. 3:10 22. Hey Man! Hey Man! (Reese - Styles) 2:41
Personnel: Skeets Tolbert (clarinet, alto sax), Carl Smith (trumpet), Otis Hicks (tenor sax),
Red Richards (piano), John Drummond (bass), Hubert Pettaway (drums).

Campbell Aurelius "Skeets" Tolbert (February 14, 1909, Calhoun Falls, South Carolina -
November 30, 2000, Houston, Texas) was an American jazz clarinetist, alto saxophonist, and
bandleader.

Tolbert grew up in Lincolntown, North Carolina, and studied at Johnson C. Smith University. He
played in Dave Taylor[disambiguation needed ]'s Dixie Serenaders from 1929, recording with
them in 1931. In 1934 he moved to New York City, where he played with Charlie Alexander
before joining the house band at the Savoy Ballroom. In 1936 he played with Fats Waller, then
joined a band fronted by Olympic athlete Jesse Owens in 1937. Shortly afterwards he joined
Snub Mosley's band and took control of it after Mosley's departure. Freddie Green, Kenny
Clarke, Red Richards, Otis Hicks, Carl Smith and Lem Johnson all played in the band, which
recorded in 1939 under the name Tolbert's Gentlemen of Swing. Tolbert recorded with this
ensemble for three years for Decca Records. In 1944 the ensemble recorded four sound films of
the tunes "No No Baby", "Tis You Babe", "Blitzkrieg Bombardier", and "Corn Pone".
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Tolbert completed studies at Columbia University in 1946 and broke up the group to take a job
in Charlotte, North Carolina as a high school music teacher. He became a faculty member at
Texas Southern University in Houston in 1948. Later in his life he worked for the American
Federation of Musicians, Local 65-699 and owned Pied Piper Music store.
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