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    1. Stranger On The Shore  2. We've Only Just Begun  3. Hey Jude  4. I Left My Heart In San
Francisco  5. My Way  6. The First Time Ever I Saw Your Face  7. I Can't Stop Loving You  8.
Let It Be Me  9. Morning Has Broken  10. Ramblin' Rose  11. The Rose  12. If I Give My Heart
To You  13. You're The Best Thing That Ever Happened To Me  14. Never My Love  15. Jean 
16. Eres Tu (touch The Wind)    

 

  

Born Bernard Stanley Bilk, 28 January 1929, Pensford, Somerset, England. A self-taught
clarinettist, Bilk made his first public appearance in 1947 while on National Service in Egypt. On
his return to the UK, he played as a semi-professional around the Bristol area, before gaining
his big break with the Ken Colyer band in 1954. Four years later, under the name "Mr" Acker
Bilk, he enjoyed his first UK Top 10 hit with "Summer Set". Backed by the Paramount Jazz
Band, and promoted by his Bilk Marketing Board, he was at the forefront of the British traditional
jazz boom of the early 60s. With their distinctive uniform of bowler hats and striped waistcoats,
Bilk and company enjoyed a number of jazzy UK hits in the 60s, including "White Cliffs Of
Dover", "Buona Sera", "That's My Home", "Stars And Stripes Forever", "Frankie And Johnny",
"Gotta See Baby Tonight", and "A Taste Of Honey". However, it was with the Leon Young String
Chorale that Bilk achieved his most remarkable hit. "Stranger On The Shore" was a US number
1 in May 1962, and peaked at number 2 in the UK, staying for a record-breaking 55 weeks in
the bestsellers. Although the beat boom all but ended the careers of many traditional jazzmen,
Bilk has continued to enjoy a successful career in cabaret and concerts, and returned to the Top
10 in 1976, again with a string backing, with "Aria". He continues to tour regularly alongside
contemporaries such as Kenny Ball and Chris Barber. The trio had a number 1 album, The Best
Of Ball, Barber And Bilk, in 1962. Bilk remains a major figure in traditional jazz, and more than
30 years after "Stranger On The Shore"
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