Dee Dee Bridgewater - Dee Dee's Feathers (2015)

Written by bluesever
Wednesday, 18 January 2017 14:15 -

Dee Dee Bridgewater - Dee Dee's Feathers (2015)

01. One Fine Thing 02. What a Wonderful World 03. Big Chief 04. Saint James Infirmary
05. Dee Dee’s Feathers 06. New Orleans 07. Treme Song Do Whatcha Wanna 08. Come
Sunday 09. Congo Square 10. C’est ici que je taime 11. Do You Know What it Means 12.
Whoopin’ Blues 13. Rising Tide (Tune Up) Extended Version = Dee Dee Bridgewater - Vocals
Glen David Andrews - Vocals Victor Atkins — Piano Leon "Kid Chocolate" Brown - Trumpet,
Vocals Derek Douget - Sax (Tenor) Dr. John —Vocals Bernard Floyd - Trumpet Emily
Fredrickson - Trombone Rex Gregory - Alto, Clarinet, Flute David Harris - Trombone Peter
Harris — Bass Khari Allen Lee - Alto Branden Lewis - Trumpet Eric Lucero - Trumpet Jason
Marshall - Clarinet (Bass), Sax (Baritone) Irvin Mayfield - Trumpet, Vocals Ashlin Parker -
Trumpet, Vocals Edward Petersen - Sax (Tenor) Don Vappie - Banjo, Guitar Michael Watson -
Trombone, Vocals Jasen Weaver - Bass

Vocalist Dee Dee Bridgewater's 2015 effort, Dee Dee's Feathers, is a vibrant jazz showcase
that pays homage to the history of New Orleans and marks the tenth anniversary of Hurricane
Katrina. A collaboration between Bridgewater, New Orleans trumpeter Irvin Mayfield, and the
New Orleans Jazz Orchestra (NOJO), the album finds Bridgewater combining her love of New
Orleans' musical past with the Crescent City's vibrant present. Recorded at Esplanade Studios,
a historic 1920s church turned music studio in heart of the Treme neighborhood in New
Orleans, Dee Dee's Feathers has a lush, organic sound. Bridgewater is backed here by
Mayfield and his band, featuring guitarist/banjo player Don Vappie, drummer Adonis Rose,
pianist Victor Atkins, and bassist Khari Allen Lee. Also featured on the album are several
guests, including such New Orleans icons as keyboardist Dr. John and percussionist Bill
Summers. These are warm, largely acoustic arrangements that breathe with the energy of a live
performance. Cuts like the second-line, Mardi Gras-themed "Big Chief," and the similarly
percussion-heavy title track sound pleasingly like in-studio jams. In contrast, standards like the
romantic "What a Wonderful World" and the languid "Come Sunday," are lush, symphonic
big-band productions that juxtapose Bridgewater's crackling, resonant voice against shimmering
string and horn sections. Throughout all of Dee Dee's Feathers is Mayfield's burnished,
puckered trumpet, adding a soulful counterpoint to Bridgewater's urbane vocals. Bridgewater
has built a career out of combining her love of the tradition with her desire to push the
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boundaries of jazz style, and Dee Dee's Feathers is no exception. ---Matt Collar, AllMusic
Review
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