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Peggy Lee – You Give Me Fever (1993)

  

    01. Misty  02. What I Did For Love  03. Every Little Movement  04. Mr. Wonderful  05. Is That
All There Is  06. The Folks That Live On The Hill  07. Love For Sale  play   08. Fever   play  
09. Mack The Knife  10. Sing A Rainbow  11. I'm Not In Love  12. Hungry Years  13. Lover  14.
Star Sounds  
 

 

  

Peggy Lee (May 26, 1920 – January 21, 2002) was an American jazz and popular music singer,
songwriter, composer, and actress in a career spanning six decades. From her beginning as a
vocalist on local radio to singing with Benny Goodman's big band, she forged a sophisticated
persona, evolving into a multi-faceted artist and performer. She wrote music for films, acted,
and created conceptual record albums—encompassing poetry, jazz, chamber pop, and art
songs.

  

In 1942 Lee had her first #1 hit, "Somebody Else Is Taking My Place", followed by 1943's "Why
Don't You Do Right?" (originally sung by Lil Green), which sold over a million copies and made
her famous. She sang with Goodman's orchestra in two 1943 films, Stage Door Canteen and
The Powers Girl.

  

In March 1943 Lee married Dave Barbour, a guitarist in Goodman's band. Peggy said, "David
joined Benny's band and there was a ruling that no one should fraternize with the girl singer. But
I fell in love with David the first time I heard him play, and so I married him. Benny then fired
David, so I quit, too. Benny and I made up, although David didn't play with him anymore. Benny
stuck to his rule. I think that's not too bad a rule, but you can't help falling in love with
somebody."
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When Lee and Barbour left the band, the idea was that he would work in the studios and she
would keep house and raise their daughter, Nicki. But she drifted back to songwriting and
occasional recording sessions for the fledgling Capitol Records in 1947, for whom she produced
a long string of hits, many of them with lyrics and music by Lee and Barbour, including "I Don't
Know Enough About You" and "It's a Good Day" (1948). With the release of the #1-selling
record of 1947, "Mañana", her "retirement" was over.

  

In 1948 Lee joined Perry Como and Jo Stafford as a rotating host of the NBC Radio musical
program Chesterfield Supper Club. She was also a regular on NBC's Jimmy Durante Show. 
She left Capitol for a few years in the early 1950s, but returned in 1953. She is most famous for
her cover version of the Little Willie John hit "Fever" written by Eddie Cooley and John
Davenport,[3] to which she added her own, uncopyrighted lyrics ("Romeo loved Juliet," "Captain
Smith and Pocahontas") and her rendition of Leiber and Stoller's "Is That All There Is?". Her
relationship with the Capitol label spanned almost three decades, aside from her brief but
artistically rich detour (1952–1956) at Decca Records, where in 1956 she recorded one of her
most acclaimed albums, Black Coffee. While recording for Decca, Lee had hit singles with the
songs Lover and Mister Wonderful.

  

Lee is today internationally recognized for her signature song "Fever". She had a string of
successful albums and top 10 hits in three consecutive decades. She is regarded as one of the
most influential jazz vocalists of all time, being cited as a mentor to diverse artists such as Judy
Garland, Frank Sinatra, Paul McCartney, Bette Midler, Madonna, and Dusty Springfield. Lee
was also an accomplished actress,.

  

In her 60-year-long career, Peggy was the recipient of three Grammy Awards, including the
Lifetime Achievement Award, an Academy Award nomination, The American Society of
Composers, Authors and Publishers (ASCAP) Award; the President's Award, the Ella Award for
Lifetime Achievement, and the Living Legacy Award from the Women's International Center. In
1999 Lee was inducted into the Songwriters Hall of Fame.
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