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PABLO MILANES
‘cania a JOSE MARTI

%)

1.Yo soy un hombre sincero 2.Mi verso es como un pufal 3.Banquete de tiranos 4.Al
buen Pedro 5.Si ves un monte de espumas 6.Vierte corazén tu pena 7.Eramos 8.Amor de
Ciudad Grande 9.Poética 10.El principe enano 11.El enemigo brutal 12.Es rubia, el cabello
suelto  Pablo Milanés - Composer, Direction, Guitar, Vocals

On this 1973 record, Pablo Milanés sings selections by 19th century Cuban poet and
revolutionary José Marti, drawing primarily on Versos Sencillos (1891) and the posthumously
published Versos Libres (1913). Although this was Milanés' first aloum, by the time of its release
he was already an accomplished artist. Following early-'60s stints with EI Cuarteto del Rey and
los Bucaneros, Milanés pursued a solo career; by the end of the decade he was collaborating
with Silvio Rodriguez and others, first at El Centro de la Cancion Protesta de la Casa de las
Américas and then as a member of El Grupo de Experimentacién Sonora. Milanés began
developing these arrangements for Marti's work while he was in El Grupo de Experimentacion
Sonora and the resulting solo debut remains a foundational recording of the nueva trova
Cubana. Milanés' simple acoustic guitar accompaniment offers an evocative setting for Marti's
words, but his voice is the crucial instrument; his smooth tenor captures the cadences, tone,
and emotional power of Marti's writing, from its quiet, contemplative passages to its spirited,
passionate flourishes. Milanés' adaptation of section one of Versos Sencillos and his stirring
versions of "Amor de Ciudad Grande" and "Banquete de Tiranos" are breathtaking. Particularly
noteworthy is the brief "Eramos," a rendering of a passage from Marti's famous essay "Nuestra
América" which masterfully conveys the musicality of his prose. It's impossible to divorce the
nueva trova from its ideological context and to separate Milanés' art from his role in Castro's
Cuba. But while that political backdrop is divisive, Cubans on opposite sides of the debate, at
home and in exile, embrace José Marti as a hero; likewise, whatever your allegiances, it's hard
not to concede that this album is a stunning musical achievement. Pop music lyrics seldom
qualify as poetry, but Milanés shows how poetry can inspire phenomenally powerful popular
music. ---Wilson Neate, Rovi
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Primer larga duracion oficial de Pablo Milanés, en el que musicaliza poemas del patriota
cubano José Marti. Fue editado por Empresa de Grabaciones y Ediciones Musicales (EGREM)
bajo el numero de serie LDS-3437. Todos los temas pertenecen en letra a José Marti y muasica
a Pablo Milanés.

Dice en la contraportada del disco:

José Marti (Cuba, 1853-1895), el idedlogo de la unidad continental, el hombre que unio
voluntades en el Partido Revolucionario Cubano para hacer la guerra necesaria contra el
colonialismo espariol, y uno de los primeros en denunciar la esencia expansionista del
capitalismo norteamericano, tuvo siempre sus ojos clavados en Nuestra América. De donde, si
no del corazoén, de la entrafia misma de la tierra americana, salié su voz llena de ternura y de
esperanza, en defensa constante de los oprimidos, y desbordante de amor a la libertad.  Una
de las voces mas profundas de la trova joven cubana, Pablo Milanés (1943), entrega en este
disco versos de Marti (y un fragmento de “Nuestra América”) convertidos en canciones, donde
la raiz genuinamente americana de los textos entronca con melodias que recogen sus aires en
el pueblo, para juntas dar su magia, su incisiva belleza, su realidad y su fuerza. --- spartakku,
perrerac.org
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