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01. Expect #1 (0:53) 02. The trick (4:07) 03. Love supreme (4:30) 04. Moonlight drive (4:10)
05. Expect #2 (0:57) 06. Loop slow vocal mix (2:07) 07. On the way (3:20) 08. Never (5:57)
09.  want you (4:22) 10. Expect #3 (0:53) 11. You and me (3:54) 12. Hiding-place (4:19) 13.
Escape (5:45) 14. Blue (3:59) 15. Loopfast violin mix (4:29) 16. Unexpected (0:57) - Michal
Pastuszka - guitars, keyboards, programming, backing vocals - Piotr Krzeminski - guitars,
vocals - Krzysztof Doctor Szmidt - bass, keyboards, backing vocals - Adam Rain - drums -
Andrzej Rajski - drums on 11, 14 - Michal Jelonek - violin voice on 15

Mozna powiedzie¢ - Ankh powraca w formie. Chociaz nieco odmieniony. Expect Unexpected to
nie tylko tytut nowego albumu, ale tez zestawienie tytutow krétkich kompozyciji, ktére otwierajg i
zamykajg ten album. | ostrzezenie (a moze zacheta?): oczekuj nieoczekiwanego. Ostrzezenie
jak najbardziej na miejscu.

Nazwa Ankh pewnie méwi cos tylko osobom o bardzo dobrej pamieci. Pamietam, ze w 1993
roku byto to objawienie: zesp6t petnymi garéciami czerpiacy z tradycji heavymetalowego i
progresywnego grania, a jednoczesnie prezentujacy muzyke petng sSwiezosci, twérczg. | na
dodatek ze skrzypkiem w roli gtbwnego solisty! Dzi$ - muzykdéw Ankh fascynujg juz inne
muzyczne konwencje. Gtownie daje sie stysze¢ echa techno, czasem w industrialnym, czasem
w ambientowym wydaniu. Bardzo wazne miejsce w strukturze poszczegdlnych kompozycji
zajmujg syntezatorowe petle i elektroniczne, nieziemskie brzmienia. Towarzyszy temu,
oczywiscie, przesuniecie na dalszy plan brzmien instrumentéw akustycznych. Cho¢, prawde
mdwigc, syntezatory instrumentdédw akustycznych wcale tu nie zastepujg. Stychac ,zywe” bebny,
bas, gitare. Skrzypce czasem tez (tylko w Loop Fast Violin Mix). Inng wazng zmiang jest pewne
ztagodzenie brzmienia - zwtaszcza gitar. Mniej na Expect Unexpected ostrych,
heavymetalowych riffow. | $piew jest mniej melodyjny, czeéciej przypomina melodeklamacije.
Nie ostabt natomiast sentyment muzykéw Ankh do tradycji artrockowej - o ile za art. rock
uznamy ostatnie produkcje King Crimson. Z tym, ze zakrecone rytmicznie i melodycznie
improwizacje w wykonaniu kielczan sa, jak na moj gust, zdecydowanie przystepniejsze niz to,
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co proponuje grupa Roberta Frippa.

Cztonkowie Ankh funkcjonujg dzi$ w innej niz kiedy$ muzycznej rzeczywistosci. Ale dawnej
Swiezosci ich tworczos¢ wcale nie utracita. ---Wojciech Machata, terazrock.pl

On the new album are sixteen tracks. But the tracks “expect#1”, “expect#2”, “expect#3” and
“‘unexpected” is the electronic framework of the album. These are short (all around 60 seconds)
electronic soundscapes that are also unique and can’t be compared to anything else. This will
be a boring review to read because | often can’t compare the band to other bands or music. (|
know musicians don'’t like this, but for a reviewer it is often the best way to describe the music to
the readers of their reviews). But if you think about this, it is very exiting because their music is
unique and progressive. But | must warn you that this is not everybody’s cup of tea. | would like
to describe it as Electronic Art Rock. “the trick” (4:07) is one of my favorite tracks. It has a
pulsating bass guitar, great vocal melody lines and broad electronic keyboard layers. “love
supreme” (4:30) is an up tempo track with a lot of guitar sounds. Some of the guitarwork and the
experimental character of this piece can be compared to King Crimson. “moonlight drive” (4:10)
starts also up-tempo and complex but the band found some nice melodies and rhythms. The
rhythm section and the guitar makes that this track is swinging. The electronic keyboards are
woven nicely into this composition. In “loop slow vocal mix” (2:07) the band is experimenting
with all kinds of electronic percussion and vocal loops. “on the way” (3:20) has again some King
Crimson resemblance especially by the guitar sounds. “never” (5:57) has a nice pulsating and
swinging rhythm which also stays intact as the music gets more complicated in the middle
section. “l want you” (4:22) has fat and heavy guitar riffs in the first and last parts. The middle
section of this track has a great rhythm change and becomes melodic. Very interesting track
and one of my favorites. After “expeci#3” the band follows with a catchy song full of rhythm “you
and me” (3:54). “hiding-place” (4:19) is based on a guitar melody and percussion with all kind of
electronic keyboard samples. “escape” (5:45) is another song with a swinging rhythm. The band
slows down with the delicate ballad “blue” (3:59) in which the Polish vocals are combined with
an acoustic guitar and some percussion. Last track before “unexpected” is called “loop fast
violin mix” (4:29) and amazingly | discover some reggae rhythms which are combined with
electric violin and keyboards.

In their previous album was more violin. Well | read that somewhere, | don’t know the albums.
But | would like to hear them one day because | like electronic violins. This album was a big
surprise for me. The kind of Electronic Art Rock they are playing is highly original and in this
way also progressive. Their music is more based on rhythm then on melody. | like all the
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original electronic keyboard sounds, the swinging rhythm of some tracks and the few slow
melodic tracks like “the trick” that are one this album. To me Ankh’s music and this album are
very intriguing. If you are bored with all those Neo-Prog and retro music which is released
nowadays | would like to advise you to listen to this album at your local record store. Don’t buy
this aloum without knowing their music first, unless you are the adventurous prog fan who likes
surprises. Expect the unexpected! --- Douwe Fledderus, progvisions.nl
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