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Armia - Freak (2009)

1. Home
2. You Know | Am
3. Break Out
4. Grot The Engine Driver
5. Green
6. Freak
7. In The Land Of Afternoon (amagama)
8. The Other Side

Musicians: Tom - voice Kreuz - drums Dr Kmieta - bass Frantz - guitar, slide guitar Pawet
Klimczak - guitar, landscape guitar Jakub Bartoszewski - French horn + Karol Nowacki -
organ, accordion Robert Brylewski - guitar, freak guitar, voice, Korg Monopoly, percussion
Merlin - voice, ocarina, African trumpet, saxophone, percussion tukasz Kluczniak - left sax
Marek Pospieszalski - right sax Gero - voice Lica - fuzz operator

Armia were formed in 1984, as a result of the meeting of three personalities of the Polish
independent rock scene: Tomasz Budzynski (then the lead singer of the famous Siekiera),
guitarist Robert Brylewski (Kryzys, Brygada Kryzys and Izrael) and philosopher Stawomir
Gotaszewski, at the time linked to the paratheatrical quest of Jerzy Grotowski. The traditional
rock line-up of the group was complemented by a brass section at the very beginning, but it was
the moment when Krzysztof ,Banan” Banasik joined that proved to be the breakthrough for the
band. His French horn provided Armia with the unusual trademark sound.

Out of the dozen plus records Armia have released, ,Legenda” (1990) and , Triodante” (1994)
are widely regarded as classic Polish rock gems. The band have established their position with
hundreds of concerts (with Killing Joke and New Model Army among others) and by appearing
at many prestigious festivals in and outside Poland. Their concert activity is documented on
such albums as ,Exodus” (1991), ,Soul Side Story” (2000), ,Koncert na 20-lecie” (2006), and
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~Przystanek Woodstock 2004” (2007).

In 2006 the band released a live DVD called ,Koncert na 20-lecie”, which documents the
celebration of the 20th anniversary of the band’s formation. Among the guest stars are Kazik
Staszewski of Kult, Moskwa, as well as former members Darek Malejonek and Stawek
Gotaszewski (with his band Asunta). The 35-song track list includes some legendary Siekiera
songs, with an over-an-hour long interview with Tomasz Budzynski added as a bonus. Over the
twenty years of the band’s career, its line-up consisted of many outstanding and distinguished
figures of Polish rock music. The Armia of now are: Tomasz Budzynski (voice), Tomasz
Krzyzaniak (drums), Krzysztof Kmiecik (bass), Pawet Klimczak (guitar), Rafat Giec (guitar), and
Jakub Bartoszewski (French horn).

The power of Armia lies in the combination of Tomasz Budzynski’s poetry with the music which
is at the same time sophisticated and expressive, and which merges elements of rock, folk, and
even classical music. The use of the unusual instruments for today’s rock standards, such as
French horn, flute, cello or violin, renders the band offer unique and guarantees them a special
place on the Polish rock scene. Armia remains a band whose original music is not to be
pigeonholed. The lyrics abound with references to outstanding works of the world’s literature
such as Dante’s ,Divine Comedy” or poems by Samuel Beckett and Artur Rimbaud, as well as
Franz Kafka novels, which again makes Armia sensational on a worldwide scale. Tomasz
Budzynski’s lyrics call for a serious reflection upon the spiritual condition of man today. The
band try to provide the listeners with more than mere entertainment, through their art inviting
them to make an existential quest for the meaning of life.

2009 is special in the history of the band, as by the end of November they will have released
two brilliant (and so different) records in one year. In February, “der Prozess” was out, another
concept-aloum in Armia’s discography. The very title suggest the link with Franz Kafka’s
masterpiece, an inspiration which Tomasz Budzynski does not deny. The album is not an
illustration of the book, however, but an individual glance at the existential tragedy of each
human being, coloured by the references to Kierkegaard philosophy. Most personal lyrics
combined with the aggressive and complex music bring a really stunning effect. Six
compositions by Pawet Klimczak make a sophisticated suite with a unique combination of
hardcore stylistics with elements of jazz and even the modern avant-garde classical music. The
wall of guitars, the fantastic drumming from Tomasz Krzyzaniak and Banan'’s fairytale French
horn make an uncanny background for the powerful vocals of Tom with theatrical touches.

Yet at the moment Armia have just finished working at the brand new album called ,Freak”,
which is to be released on 20 November 2009, by Isound Labels. Sensationally, founder
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members Robert Brylewski and Stawomir Gotaszewski took part in the session. Apart from the
characteristic psychedelic guitars by Afa and the magic instruments by Merlin, the album
features some free-jazz saxophones by Marek Pospieszalski and tukasz Kluczniak (who has
already contributed to the band’s concerts), as well as the otherworldly accordion from Karol
Nowacki and some backing vocals from Gerard Nowak of The Soundrops. The album is
produced by Tomasz Budzynski and the material has been recorded at Robert Lica Friedrich’s
studio in Puszczykowo near Poznan.

“Freak”, which little resembles the monumental sound of “der Prozess”, comes as a complete
stylistic shift for Armia. The fact that all the tracks are sung by Tomasz Budzynski in English
only adds to the novelty of the album. ---myspace.com

Wybierzcie piosenke numer osiem na tej ptycie i pusccie staremu fanowi Armii. A potem mu
powiedzcie, czego stuchat. Nie uwierzy.

Nowa Armia zaskoczyta chyba wszystkich. Mysle, ze troche tez samego Tomka Budzynskiego.
W dziesie¢ miesiecy po premierze $wietnie przyjetego, ale monumentalnego, metalowego
albumu "Der Prozess", zesp6t nagrat ptyte zupetnie inng. Inng pod kazdym wzgledem. Inng w
ogole jak na Armie. "Freak" jest doktadnie taka jak jej tytut — odjechana, dziwna, pokrecona,
trudna do klasyfikacji. Je$li kogo$ dziwita psychodeliczna suita na ptycie "Ultima Thule", niech
przygotuje sie na znacznie wieksze zaskoczenie. Budzynski kiedys w wywiadzie wspomniat, ze
nie wyobraza sobie, by mogt sta¢ w miejscu i nagrywac wcigz ta samg muzyke. Stusznie. Tylko
czy istng rewolucije stylistyczng zrozumiejg starsi fani? Osobiscie wierze, ze tak, bo nowa Armia
to wcigz Armia niezwykta, zespot, ktéry nie daje sie uptywowi czasu, ktéry z konsekwencjg prze
do przodu i nagrywa ptyty wybitne. "Freak" takg wtasnie jest.

W przeciwienstwie do ostatniego dzieta formaciji, ten krgzek nie przejdzie po was jak walec.
Zakreci wam za to w gtowach zonglerkg muzycznych stylistyk i na dtugo zostanie w pamieci.
Masywne, ciezkie gitary wcigz sa styszalne (w struny szarpie na ptycie m.in. Robert Brylewski),
ale to nie one odrywajg tutaj najwazniejszg role - ustgpity miejsca znacznie dalej idgcym
dzwiekowym eksperymentom. Pojawiajg sie transowe, instrumentalne pasaze, dominuje sekcja
deta (jest oprécz waltorni saksofon Marka Pospieszalskiego i tukasza Kluczniaka), daje o sobie
znac akordeon, przewijajg sie jazzujace brzmienia. Metal miesza sie tu z psychodelig, a jazz z
bajkowa, stowianskg nutg. Stychac¢ zaréwno brudnego, garazowego rocka, jak i przepiekne,
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bogate instrumentalnie kompozycje. Cato$¢ utrzymano w obowigzkowym jak na Armie spéjnym
i zaciemnionym klimacie. | kiedy wszystko doprawdy wyszto na tym albumie niepowtarzalnie,
kiedy od strony muzycznej Armia nagrata kolejny Swietny krazek, Tomek Budzynski postanowit
$piewac na nim po angielsku. Po co? Zastanawiam sie nad tym za kazdym razem, kiedy
stucham tej piyty... ---Bartek Kot, OnetMuzyka
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