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Riverside - Rapid Eye Movement (2007)

CD 1 Part One - Fearless 01. Beyond The Eyelids - 07:53 02. Rainbow Box - 03:36 03. 02
Panic Room - 05:28 04. Schizophrenic Prayer - 04:20 05. Parasomnia - 08:09

Part Two - Fearland

06. Through The Other Side - 04:05 07. Embryonic - 04:09 08. Cybernetic Pillow - 04:45 09.
Ultimate Trip - 13:12

CDh2

01. Behind The Eyelids - 06:18 02. Lucid Dream 1V - 04:33 03. 02 Panic Room (Remix) -
03:24 04. Back To The River - 06:29 05. Rapid Eye Movement - 12:40

Mariusz Duda - acoustic guitar, bass guitar, vocal; Piotr Grudzinski - guitar; Piotr Kozieradzki -
drums; Michat Lapaj - keyboards + Artur Szolc - percussion (CD 1 - 04)

Nigdy nie miatam przekonania do koncept albouméw. Kojarzyty mi sie z patosem,
nadmuchaniem, wydumaniem i przerostem formy nad treécia... Chyba zmienie zdanie. Bec.
DostaliSmy koncept i to w trzech czesciach. Bec. Od debiutanta. Bec. Z Polski. Bec. Co sie
dzieje? Bec. Wpadtam.

Temat bliski chyba kazdemu z nas. Poszukiwanie w sobie tego, co uchronitoby nas przed
samotnoscig. O bfadzeniu i trudnych relacjach z samym sobg. "Reality Dream Trilogy".
Sktadajgca sie z "Out of Myself", "Second Life Syndrome" i "Rapid Eye Movement".. Skupmy
sie na czesci trzeciej i ostatnie;.

Kontynuujg to, co zamierzyli. Sg skomplikowane, dtugie, rozbudowane kompozycje; sa pedzace
na ztamanie karku gitary; sg przejscia rytmiczne, a wiec jest tez odpowiednia dynamika; sg
klawisze wienczace dziefo i sg oryginalne, melodie.

Ptyta jest podzielona na dwie czesci, znane z "Volte Face" z numeru dwa, "Fearless" i
"Fearland", odwotujace sie do tego, co na zewnatrz i tego, co wewnatrz cztowieka.
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Wymarzony poczatek. "Beyond the Eyelids". Bardzo rasowy kawatek. Jednocze$nie drapiezny i
delikatny. Zespot po raz kolejny udowadnia, ze mozna te dwie pozorne sprzecznosci potagczy¢ i
- ba! - robi to znakomicie. | do tego $wietna, bardzo no$na melodia; jedna z takich, ktére ja
nazywam "powietrznymi". Faktura tak gesta, ze lody topnieja. | od tej pory stuchacz juz wie, ze
wszystko wobec tego albumu tylko nie obojetno$¢. Potem hipnotyczny "Rainbow Box" i znany z
EP - ki "02 Panic Room"; stylowy kawatek doprawiony elektronikg w granicach rockowego
smaku. Jego druga czes$¢, spokojna, wrecz wzruszajaca, urzeka prostotg i peknem w czystej
postaci. Pod numerem cztery orientalizujacy przez swéj zaspiew "Schizophrenic Prayer".
Podobne echa odnajdziemy pézniej w kohczacych album "Cybernetic pillow" i "Ultimate Trip".
Na tym konczy sie cze$¢ "Fearless" - mocna, hipnotyczna, metalowo - progresywna. Podziat
jest tu bardzo naturalny; nie czu¢ zgrzytu przy do$¢ gwattownej zmianie nastroju. "Fearland".
Akustyczne, wyciszone, po prostu piekne "Through the Other Side" i "Embryonic" . Cho¢ moze i
mato odkrywcze (Pozdrowienia dla Szanownego Kolegi, ktéry twierdzi, ze Riverside to ciepte
kluchy), ale pokazuje, ze nawet akustyczna gitara pasuje doskonale do Riverside. | juz na sam
koniec, wspomniane "Cybernetic Pillow" i "Ultimate Trip". Szczegdblnie ten ostatni utwér mozna
by wpisaé Riverside na wizytowce jako to, co stanowi kwintesencje muzycznych poszukiwan
zespotu. Dtugo, zmiennie i genialnie. Nie bojmy sie tego stowa, prosze panstwa. "Rapid eye
Movement" ma niesamowity, cho¢ wrecz schizofreniczny klimat. Mroczny, gesty, potamany.
Strzezmy sie swoich demonéw.

Zespot wyszedt cato z tego ryzykownego zadania, jakim byt tryptyk o strach i zmaganiu z
samotnoscia. Cho¢ rownie dobrze przeciez mogtoby im sie nie powieS¢ (niech zyje polska
mentalnos$c¢!) . Wracajg z tarcza. | do tego Swiat stoi przed nimi otworem. Chyle czota, panowie.
---Ewa Chowanska, rockmagazyn.pl

Of course, being a big fan of Riverside and Porcupine Tree, | was very exited about Riverside's
latest album, Rapid Eye Movement. Did Riverside meet my high expectations? Not exactly. Is
"Rapid Eye Movement" a very good and solid album? It surely is!

Then why won't | rate this album quite as high as its two predecessors? | rated "Out Of Myself"
5 stars, mainly because of the surprise factor. All out of nothing we saw this Polish Progressive
Rock band emerging the Prog Rock scene. | also rated "Second Life Syndrome" 5 stars,
because | simply found it a better aloum than Riverside's debut. It was more heavy-edged and
therefore also a very welcome surprise. And what about "Rapid Eye Movement"? | think it has
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many wonderful tracks on it, but the surprise-factor is gone and it's also more polished than
'Second Life Syndrome". Therefore | will rate it 4 solid stars.

Now a bit more about the album itself. "Rapid Eye Movement" is the closing chapter of the
"Reality Dream Trilogy" and | find it a worthy one. All tracks are "medium to good" and once
again there's not a single bad track on this album. If you buy this album make sure you buy the
2 CD version. It comes in a digipak with once again the wonderful cover art by Travis Smith
(seempieces).

The album disc once again consists out of 9 tracks. Those 9 tracks are subdivided in two parts,
PART ONE: Fearless (the first 5 tracks) and PART TWO Fearland (the last 4 tracks).

DISC ONE - PART ONE: Fearless. The first two tracks, "Beyond Eyelids" and "Rainbow Box"
are OK, but surely no highlights of the album. Track 3 it the very powerful track "02 Panic
Room", which was already available earlier this year in the form of an EP. This track is very very
good things even get better by the following track "Schizophrenic Prayer". WOW, | truly LOVE
this song! Mariusz Duda's vocals are so powerful; especially the sighing part in this track is
simply amazing! Track 5 "Parasomnia” is also a very good track, but can't quite meet up with
the standards set by the two preceding tracks. Wonderful mid section by the subtle keys of
Michal Lapaj.

DISC ONE - PART TWO: Fearland. Track 6, "Trough the Other Side" is a very subtle short track
followed by "Embryonic". "Embryonic" is also quite short, but it has a very strong melody and
wonderful guitar play by Piotr Grudzinski. It is another small highlight of this album. Track 8
"Cybernetic Pillow" is quite OK, but we find the true masterpiece of this album in track # 9
"Ultimate Trip". This track is exactly that!

DISC TWO: This bonus disc is almost an exact copy of the "02 Panic Room EP". Almost,
because the EP did not have Track one "Behind the Eyelids" on it. First | though it was an exact
copy of the 1st track of the 1st disc, but you have to read carefully! It says Behind NOT beyond.
| actually prefer this track! Track 2, 3 and 4 also can be found on the "02 Panic Room EP".
Once more I'd like to mention that track 4 "Back to the River" is a very fine track with the small
Pink Floyd tribute (Shine On You Crazy Diamond) in it. Track 5 "Rapid Eye Movement" is a new
track and | find it somewhat strange that the title track of the album is placed on the bonus disc.
"Rapid Eye Movement" is a 12+ minute instrumental track in the vein of the late Pink Floyd and
of Porcupine Tree's - The Sky Moves Sideways album. Great! --- evenless, progarchives.com
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