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Quidam - SuREvival (2005)

01. Airing (2:25) 02. Hands off (9:25) 03. Not so close (6:22) 04. The fifth season (9:45) 05.
SurREvival (5:13) 06. Queen of Moulin Rouge (8:24) 07. Everything's ended (13:14)
Zbyszek Florek-keyboard Maciej Meller-guitars Bartek Kossowicz- vocal, backing vocals
Mariusz Ziotkowski -bass guitar Maciek Wréblewski-drums Jacek Zasada -flutes + Robert
"Myca" Kowalski - backing vocals "Hands off", "Not so close", "The fifth season" Grzegorz
Nadolny - double-bass "The fifth season" Pawet "DJ Paulo" Molenda - scratching "Queen of
Moulin Rouge"

Przyznaje sie, ze bardzo "po macoszemu" do tej pory traktowatem ten aloum. Nie wynikato to
jednak z faktu tego, ze w zespole w miejsce Emilii pojawit sie Bartek, nic z tych rzeczy. Po
prostu jakos$ nie do konca ta muzyka do mnie przemawiata. Do tego chyba nieco odstraszata
mnie ta nieco kontrowersyjna oktadka. Po ustyszeniu wysmienitego "Alone Together"
doszedtem jednak do wniosku, ze to chyba nie jest mozliwe zeby "SurREvival" byt az tak staby.
Postanowitem dac temu krgzkowi drugg szanse i....udato sie.

Zespot po zamieszaniu i roszadach w sktadzie powrdcit i nagrat ptyte, ktora dla fandéw "starego”
Quidam mogta by¢ pewnym zaskoczeniem i zapewne niektorzy nie mogli sie pogodzic¢ ze
zmiang za mikrofonem. Quidam zmienili oblicze, nieco oddalili sie od utwordw, ktdére wczesniej,
w niektérych fragmentach wrecz ocieraty sie o poezje Spiewana. Muzyka zespotu stata sie
zdecydowanie bardziej gitarowa i mocniejsza, a polskie teksty zastapit jezyk angielski. Z
perspektywy czasu to ryzykowne posuniecie wyszto Quidam na dobre, cho¢ w chwili
ukazywania sig "SurREvival" zdania byty nieco podzielone.

SurREvival to sze$¢ rozbudowanych kompozycji plus dwuminutowe intro "Airing". Do moich
zdecydowanych faworytéw tej ptyty zaliczytoym niemal dziesieciominutowy "The Fifth Season" z
wysmienitg, nieco folkowg partig Jacka Zasady. Zmiany tempa i nastroju charakteryzujace tg
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kompozycje tylko uwypuklajg jej walory. Wysmienite sg tytutowy, energetyczny "SurREvival"
oraz pierwszy po intrze "Hands Off". Genialny wrecz jest atmosferyczny i "duszny" "Everything's
Ended". Echa "starego" Quidam stycha¢ w "Queen of Moulin Rouge", cho¢ i tu pod koniec
utworu styszymy nieco mocniejsze uderzenie. Moze i ptyta jest nieco niespdjna, ale ma to swo;
urok i jak na powrét z "zaswiatéw" zespotowi udato sie skroi¢ wielce intrygujacy i porywajacy
swym klimatem album.

Muzyka Quidam zawsze charakteryzowata sie wyjatkowej urody melodiami. Na "SurREvival"
pod tym wzgledem nic sie nie zmienito. Zespo6t zmienit nieco swoj kierunek, muzycy wzmocnili i
"wyostrzyli" brzmienie. Wyszto im to na dobre, gdyby nie "SurREvival", nie bytoby "Alone
Together", a tym samym gwiazda Quidam by¢é moze nigdy nie zajasniataby takim blaskiem
jakim dane jej byto zabtysna¢ po wydaniu albumu z 2007 roku.. --- Piotr "PM" Michalski,
rockarea.eu

To be honest | had no expectations at all. Disappointed that Emila was gone ... and the Polish
lyrics were also gone. But the main composers of the previous album Zbyszek Florek and
Maciek Meller were still there and the flute can give the music that special touch. When |
listened for the first time to this aloum | had mixed feelings. The new singer Bartek Kossowicz is
a good singer but | miss the delicacy of Emila's vocals. And why English lyrics ... the band is
throwing away a part of that special Polish identity. Also the music is different. Five of the six
members are mentioned as composers. That's a good thing and a band must be progressive
and never take the same road but instead try to find new routes and develop as a band.

After the soundscape “Airing” (2:25) the first real track is “Hands off” (9:25). The opening is
surprisingly up-tempo and with heavy guitar and a fat synth solo. There is a lot of variation in
this track. After the heavy opening the band plays beautiful melodies and there are flute, synth,
guitar and organ solos. The band shows a lot of power. “Not so close” (6:22) is more a ballad
and opens with an acoustic guitar and nice melodic vocal refrains. If you listen to the album with
your headphones you can hear that the music is full of delicate keyboard work of Zbyszek
Florek. “The fifth season” (9:45) opens with a jazzy double bass and the track develops like a
jazz fusion ballad with beautiful flute parts. You can hear that band is still capable of making that
delicate music we also could hear on the album “The time beneath the sky”. But the music is
more diverse, the band sounds very mature. In the title track “surREvival” we can hear a short
passionate electric guitar part of Maciek Meller. Some of you will miss that long passionate
soaring guitar solos of the first aloums. But the truth is that Maciek has developed as a guitarist
and composer the last years and has become more alround. Maciek Meller and Zbyszek Florek
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are playing for the compositions. There are some heavy guitar parts in this track. “Queen of
Moulin Rouge” shows again the delicate side of Quidam. Beautiful vocal melodies combined
with delicate guitar, keyboards and flute. But halfway the tension and the tempo is slowly
building up and the track is getting more powerful. The album closes with the long track
“Everything's ended” (13:14) that has atmospheric keyboards. And here is the long awaited
guitar solo of Maciek ... always too short. A mysterious track that is slowly working towards a
climax before the music slowly dies away. --- Douwe Fledderus, progvisions.nl
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