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01. My Sinners 02. Last Second 03. Once My 04. Wings of Dreams 05. Grey Leaf 06.
Morning Star 07. Farewell 08. Open Road 09. Timeline (instrumental) + 10. Moja dusza 11.
Szary lis¢  Piotr Brzychcy - guitar; Dariusz Nawara - drums; Michat Kury$ - synthesizer
(Hammond), piano (Hammond); Krzysztof Nowak - bass guitar; Roman Kantoch - vocal +
Ewa Toczkowska - Brzychcy — additional vocals (01, 03)

Ekipa prowadzona przez lidera Piotra Brzykcy nie zwalnia tempa. Nowy materiat wydaje Srednio
co 2 lata, co jak na dzisiejsze standardy wydaje sie by¢ zawrotnym tempem. Najwazniejsze, ze
kazde kolejne wydawnictwo wydaje sie by¢ lepsze od poprzedniego.

Kruk mocno namieszat na rynku muzycznym swoim debiutem z 2009 roku ("Before He'll Kill
You") - ptyta zyskata dobre opinie, a sam zesp6t dotgczyt do grona najciekawszych
spadkobiercéw takich kapel jak Deep Purple (na ktérym najbardziej sie wzorowat) czy Black
Sabbath. Kolejne albumy potwierdzaty jednak, ze szufladka z napisem hard rock jest dla Kruka
zbyt ciasna. Zaczety pojawiac sie nowe pomysty, ciekawe rozwigzania. To z kolei zaowocowato
serig koncertow przed gwiazdami rocka (przede wszystkim przed wspomnianym Deep Purple i
Carlosem Santang).

Na nowym albumie zatytutowanym "Before" (gra stéw w tytutach ptyt staje sie powoli krukowg
tradycjg) Piotr (autor catej muzyki i tekstow) umiejetnie rozwija wtasny styl kapeli oraz wszystkie
elementy, ktére zdgzyly pojawi¢ sie wczesniej w tworczosci Kruka. Bazg jest oczywiscie
soczysty, ale tez bardzo melodyjny hard rock, niemniej pojawiajg sie rowniez czesto elementy
art rockowe ("My Sinners") czy progresywne ("One"). Da sie ustyszec takze blues rocka
(Swietne "Wings of Dreams").
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Zmiana wokalisty rowniez wyszta im na dobre. Tomasz Wisniewski byt bardzo dobrym
wokalistg, ale pojawienie sie w sktadzie Romana Kantocha dato Krukowi wiele mozliwosci,
ktérych wczesdniej nie byto. Roman ma bardziej heavy metalowg maniere, momentami brzmi jak
nieodzatowany Ronnie James Dio (choéby wspomniany juz "My Sinners" lub "Grey Leaf").
Nowy wokalista potrafi jednak zrobi¢ ze swoim gtosem bardzo duzo, jego Spiew jest
wielowymiarowy. Potrafi Spiewac zarowno ostro jak i delikatnie jak w "Farewell".

Najbardziej wyrdzniajgcymi sie utworami sg te najbardziej odchodzgce od klasycznego hard
rocka genialny, pokombinowany "My Sinners" oraz instrumentalny "Timeline". Ten drugi to
orientalizujgca kompozycja na gitare akustyczng. Piotr daje w niej popis swoich umiejetnosci w
graniu genialnych soléwek. Nie jest to wyjatek, bo cata ptyta az skrzy sie od fantastycznych
wedréwek po gitarowym gryfie lidera. Najlepszym przyktadem moga by¢ popisowe sola z "Last
Second", "My Morning Star" lub "Open Road". Najwiekszymi killlerami w zestawie sg chyba
singlowy "Open Road" i "My Morning Star" ze Swietnym gitarowym motywem przewodnim i
wkrecajacym choralnym zakonczeniem. Kruk nie bat sie rowniez wzigé na warsztat ballady i
wypada catkiem przekonujgco w utworze "Farewell". Jako bonusy zespot dotaczyt
polskojezyczne kompozycje - "Moja dusza" oraz "Szary Lis¢". Chociaz wole tego typu muzyke
$piewang po angielsku, to przyznaje, ze piosenki te zadpiewane w naszym jezyku réwniez
brzmig przekonujgco

Kruk jest troche jak stuningowana Corvetta z lat 70. Karoseria stara, ale pod maska silnik z z
nowego auta. Na "Before" potwierdza sie teza, ze Kruk stoi jedng nogg w przesztosci, druga
zas trzyma postawiong mocno w naszych czasach. Nowy album udanie taczy inspiracje
klasycznym hardrockiem ze Swiezymi pomystami lidera. Ogniste riffy i sola, perfekcyjna
wspoétpraca Piotra z klawiszowcem i rozpoznawalna od razu sekcja rytmiczna - jesli podoba
Wam sig taka mieszanka, to jest ptyta dla Was. ---Dominik Zawadzki, rockmagazyn.pl

It's been more than a decade since the Polish band Kruk (‘kruk’ is ‘the raven’ in English, hence
a bit of ornithological terminology) left the nest and embarked on their musical journey.
Throughout this flight, Kruk had their deserved share of glory supporting the likes of Deep
Purple, Carlos Santana or Uriah Heep — and made their mark in the music industry with their
“70s-inspired, guitar-oriented sound. Now, a few albums later, the band around mastermind and
guitar player Piotr Brzychcy returns on the wings of their fourth authorial aloum Before. And, as
it turns out, being here for the fourth time around Kruk is at the peak of their creative powers.
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The first song “My Sinners” opens with a dynamic dialogue between the Hammond organ and
the guitar. If anyone up to this point had been thinking Kruk were going to abandon their
70s-infused hard rock style in favor of anything else, a monumental, guitar laden opener should
have proven this way of thinking wrong. At times, this epic track may remind one of the late ‘70s
era Rainbow (especially the slightly Dio-esque vocal manner of Roman Kantoch, the band’s
current singer, as well as the blistering guitar solo). Towards the end, some distant echoes of
Deep Purple’s trademark sound are also to be heard.

“Last Second” is a fast-paced hard rock piece which one somewhat hesitates to label “radio
friendly” — and yet, there is some certainly catchy vibe to it. The dynamic track ends with an
instrumental coda, a real showcase of the extraordinary skill and musical feeling the band’s
guitarist Piotr Brzychcy possesses. After this breakneck guitar gallop, there’s somewhat
melancholic “Once” preceding a melodic mid-tempo “Wings Of Dreams” enriched with a
Purple-esque Hammond outro. Kruk gets a bit bluesy in the uptempo “Grey Leaf” and gives
exposure to the driving power of the low bass thrum in “My Morning Star.”

A moment of reprieve comes with “Farewell,” a beautiful, moving ballad with a surprisingly
dynamic instrumental interlude towards the end. This certain highlight of the entire material is
followed by the fast-paced, feisty “Open Road” (which was the first of the new tracks revealed
by the band before the aloum’s release) and “Timeline.” The latter, being the instrumental,
half-acoustic, half-plugged piece, is one of these rare occasions when the music itself does the
talking — and the tale it tells is simply stunning. The icing on the cake — and a little curiosity for
the foreign listeners — are the Polish versions of “Farewell” (“Moja Dusza”) and “Grey Leaf”
(Szary Lis¢”), both included on the album.

Before was also enhanced by the addition of the bonus DVD — not only a certain treat for the
band’s avid fans, but also a teaser for those not too familiar with them. Especially that the
material included on this DVD is the footage of Kruk live in concert (February 2014, Spodek
Hall, Katowice — as a support act for Deep Purple). “Are you ready for rock’'n’roll...?” is the
question asked as the concert starts — and, as the adage goes, rock ‘n’ roll is what the audience
came there for and rock ‘n’ roll is what they got (long before that night’s headliner hit the stage!)
That night, on Feb. 15, 2014, Kruk presented a cross-section of their earlier material, from the
dynamic “Now When You Cry” (of their 2011 album It Will Not Come Back) to guitar laden
“Kameleon” (of their debut album). And although most of the audience gathered in Spodek Hall
that night actually came there to see Deep Purple and not their support act, their standing
ovation towards the end of the Kruk’s gig speaks volumes, doesn’t it? For those interested in
Piotr Brzychcy’s guitar technique, there are some acoustic improvisations and studio footage
included on the DVD too — as well as the interviews with the band members, so as to know the
guys behind Kruk a little bit better.
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Kruk’s Before — which can be also spelled with a twist, as Be4ore — is the fourth aloum with the
original material the band’s ever released and, most probably, their best to date. It pictures Kruk
as a mature and experienced band who don’t have to struggle for their musical identity anymore
— but also a band aware of their roots and inspirations, always eager to incorporate the echoes
of their influences into their own material. Such approach, combined with musical adeptness
and proficiency, results in an album one intuitively puts between the Deep Purple and Rainbow
classic releases in their record collection. And although it’s the fans of the aforementioned rock
giants should certainly dig Before because of its rootsy, classic hard rock inclinations, the
listeners of other guitar-oriented genres may also find the flight on raven wings of Kruk
enjoyable. To put it simple, Before is a very solid aloum altogether, and one that’s highly
recommended. Check it out and fly high! --- Alexandra Mrozowska, hardrockhaven.net
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