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Mgta - Groza (2008)

1 111:21 2 117:16 3 I 7:47 4 IV 10:02 M. (Mikotaj Zentara) - Vocals, Guitar, Bass
Darkside (Maciej Kowalski) - drums

Mgta to jeden z najwazniejszych w Polsce zespotow blackmetalowych. Dziata od 2000 roku, ale
koncertowaé zaczeta dopiero po wydaniu trzeciego albumu —w 2012. Od tamtej pory ich
melodyjny black metal zwrdcit uwage fandéw nie tylko muzyki ekstremalnej, ale tez alternatywy, i
to nie tylko z Polski.

Znaki wyrdzniajgce duet to melodyjnosé ich intensywnej i poteznej muzyki, czarno-biate oktadki,
nadawanie utworom kolejnych numeréw zamiast tytutdw. Niewiele koncertéw, zwtaszcza w
Polsce, i niemal nieobecno$¢ w mediach. ---culture.pl

Mgta jest krakowskim projektem black metalowym, zatozonym w 2000 roku z inicjatywy Mikotfaja
Zentary. Znany jest z Kriegsmaschine, ktérego wg wielu 0séb zostat przewyzszony twérczoécig
przez "Mgte". Tredci utwordw oscylujg wokét satanizmu i autodestrukciji, w muzyce stychac
wptywy takich kapel jak Forgotten Woods czy Vlad Tepes. Mikotaj dos¢ specyficznie ostrzy
apetyty stuchaczy Mgty, wydajac krétkie EP'ki. W 2008 zostat wydany pierwszy dtugograj.
---brutalland.pl
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This is the debut album for this polish black metal band. Unlike their following albums, this one
is way slower, colder and elegant, almost of the depressive suicidal type (but not quite there )
The drumming is very sparse and simple, with a lot of tasteful double kick-drum fills and tremolo
picking, and delightfully simplistic in style without being primitive; even the solos sound like riffs
if you know what | mean.

The guitarwork is very good; on side A, both songs -which average 17' each !!l there's clearly a
treblier lead guitar on the left channel and a rhythmic, fuller-sounding one on the right channel.
This led me to think there was some kind of imbalance, but | was proven wrong by my
instruments (VU and several other signal level meters on my rig) They are at the same relative
volume, only playing different tones and roles. This side is so cold and atmospheric | could
picture icicles forming around my speakers.

On side B the pace of the music picks up, with moderation. Music is still cold, still no breakneck
speeds of any sort, but noticeably more uptempo. First song “llI" has luckily a more audible
rhythm guitar on the right channel, and the album closer “IV" features a furious, full-on
double-ax, trebley tremolo attack , ending the album furiously.

As on most Polish extreme metal record, production is very polished -pun intended- to the point
of sterility, as a Darkthrone fan would say, but | appreciated it. | mean, why hire a gazillion-dollar
studio to make a record sound as if it had been recorded in a grave ? That has always been
beyond me. | am one of those guys who wished Transilvanian Hunger were re-recorded
properly. This is a very interesting MGLA record (it's pronounced mgwa in Polish) IMHO of
course. These guys have very interesting aesthetics, live, they all dress exactly alike : black
pants, black combat boots, a hoodie with a black biker jacket and a black mask covering all of
their heads; kind of an evil, black metal Devo.

The packaging is of the highest quality, perfectly printed cardboard, with poly-lined black paper
inner sleeves (no inserts though). The pressing is practically flawless, clean as a lab 140 grs
slab of wax, a rare occurrence with current vinyl, especially of the domestic varieties. There is a
slight eccentricity to side 1 though, invisible to my eyes, but sonically apparent in that it
produced a faint "thunk™ per rev on the dead wax, but it didn't detract from my high-volume
listening experience. Strangely enough, MGLA records are only available to me on vinyl in my
country so | added this one and "With Hearts Towards None™ to my collection.
---BlackenedSally, metal-archives.com
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