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Robbie Williams - In And Out of Consciousness (2010)

Disc 1:

01. Shame

02. Heart and |

03. Morning Sun

04. You Know Me

05. Bodies

06. She's Madonna

07. Lovelight

08. Rudebox play
09. Sin Sin Sin

10. Advertising Space
11. Make Me Pure

12. Tripping

13. Misunderstood

14. Radio

15. Sexed Up

16. Something Beautiful
17. Come Undone

18. Feel

19. Mr Bojangles

Disc 2:

01. 1 Will Talk and Hollywood Will Listen
02. Somethin' Stupid

03. The Road To Mandalay

04. Eternity

05. Let Love Be Your Energy

06. Supreme

07. Kids

08. Rock DJ

09. It's Only Us

10. She's The One
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11. Strong

12. No Regrets

13. Millennium play
14. Let Me Entertain You

15. Angels

16. South Of The Border
17. Lazy Days

18. Old Before | Die

19. Freedom

20. Everything Changes

Disc 3 - B Sides and Rarities:

01. Often

02. Karaoke Star

03. Toxic

04. My Culture

05. Nobody Someday
06. Get A Little High
07. One Fine Day

08. Coffee, Tea and Sympathy
09. Do Me Now

10. The Postcard

11. Meet The Stars
12. Don't Stop Talking
13. Don't Say No

14. Lonestar Rising play
15. Lola

16. The Only One | Know

17. Elastik

18. Long Walk Home

Didn’t we have a Robbie Williams best-of just six years ago, and isn't Bodies the only
memorable hit he’s had since then? Well, Rudebox was memorable, too. But not in a good way.

That’s not the point of this double-CD set, though: sandwiching all of William’s UK A sides are
two new Williams/Gary Barlow collaborations and Take That’s Everything Changes. Williams
seems to be psychologically clearing the decks for a certain reunion.
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The sequencing is bizarre but has its own kind of logic, working backwards chronologically, with
tracks from the same albums clumped together. Many of the songs are amongst the strongest
chart hits of the new millennium, especially Williams’ collaborations with Guy Chambers, the
insane, irrational 2002 split from whom Williams has never quite recovered from, artistically or
commercially. As the familiar tunes go by, one is struck by the fact that Williams is both
underrated (he’s dismissed by serious critics as a bit of an arse, but have the critical darlings
made music as poignant as Angels, as self-deprecating as Strong, as haunting as Feel? Also,
Williams can sing) and overrated (studded with much-loved songs this set may be, but
arrangement overkill and a relentlessly inward lyrical direction also make it ultimately
suffocating).

The album bumps to a very uncertain close. Not only does the backwards trajectory mean that
all the great songs are followed by that banal cover of George Michael's Freedom that Williams
only recorded as an Up Yours to his old colleagues, but taking his leave with the anodyne
processed pop of Everything Changes is truly somethin’ stupid. Presumably Williams is telling
us that he has come home again, but in fact had he not been sacked by Take That, he would
never have been motivated to prove himself with edgy, knowing music light years beyond the
boyband.

As for the Barlow/Williams newies, Shame is as good as it sounds on paper, Barlow’s
sumptuous melodic skills allied to a lyrical prowess we never suspected Williams had in the
Take That days as the two engage in a sweetly regretful dialogue with each other about their
past feuds to smooth acoustic backing. Heart and |, however, is just a throwback to Take That's
most soporific moments.

If this compilation is closing a chapter, the jury is still out on whether the next one is going to be
a gripper. ---Sean Egan, BBC Review
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