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01. The Great Deceiver (John Wetton, Robert Fripp, Richard Palmer-James) – 4:03
02. Lament (Fripp, Wetton, Palmer-James) – 4:00
03. We'll Let You Know (David Cross, Fripp, Wetton, William Bruford) – 3:39
04. The Night Watch (Fripp, Wetton, Palmer-James) – 4:37
05. Trio (Cross, Fripp, Wetton, Bruford) – 5:37
06. The Mincer (Cross, Fripp, Wetton, Bruford, Palmer-James) – 4:06
07. Starless And Bible Black (Cross, Fripp, Wetton, Bruford) – 9:08
08. Fracture (Fripp) – 11:10

Personnel:
- Robert Fripp – guitar, mellotron, devices
- John Wetton – bass, vocals
- William (Bill) Bruford – drums, percussion
- David Cross – violin, viola, keyboards
  

 

  

Starless and Bible Black is even more powerful and daring than its predecessor, Larks'
Tongues in Aspic, with jarring tempo shifts, explosive guitar riffs, and soaring, elegant, and
delicate violin and Mellotron parts scattered throughout its 41 minutes, often all in the same
songs. The album was on the outer fringes of accessible progressive rock, with enough musical
ideas explored to make Starless and Bible Black more than background for tripping the way
Emerson, Lake & Palmer's albums were. "The Night Watch," a song about a Rembrandt
painting, was, incredibly, a single release, although it was much more representative of the
sound that Crimson was abandoning than where it was going in 1973-1974. More to that point
were the contents of side two of the LP, a pair of instrumentals that threw the group's hardest
sounds right in the face of the listener, and gained some converts in the process. ---Bruce Eder,
AllMusic Review
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