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Nine Inch Nails - Hesitation Marks (2013)

  

    01 – The Eater of Dreams  02 – Copy of A  03 – Came Back Haunted  04 – Find My Way  05
– All Time Low  06 – Disappointed  07 – Everything  08 – Satellite  09 – Various Methods of
Escape  10 – Running  11 – I Would For You  12 – In Two  13 – While I’m Still Here  14 – Black
Noise  15 – Find My Way (Oneohtrix Point Never Remix)  16 – All Time Low (Todd Rundgren
Remix)  17 – While I’m Still Here (Breyer P-Orridge ‘Howler’ Remix)  18 – Trent Reznor In
Conversation With…    Musicians:      Trent Reznor – vocal and instrumental performance,
production  +      Pino Palladino – bass (2, 5, 9, 13)      Lindsey Buckingham – guitars (2, 12,
13); backing vocals, synthesizers (7)      Adrian Belew – guitars (4, 5, 9, 12); backing vocals (11)
     Eugene Goreshter – synthesizers (6, 11, 12); strings (6); violin (11); bass (12)      Alessandro
Cortini – synthesizers (1, 3)      Ilan Rubin – live drums (11); toms (2, 3)      Joshua Eustis –
backing vocals (11)    

 

  

Given how long it used to take Trent Reznor to produce a new Nine Inch Nails album (at least
up until With Teeth), perhaps NIN's five years out of the spotlight can be treated less like a
breakup and more like a hiatus (hell, that's what the Org's patriarch, Aubin Paul, called it back in
2009). And really, that breakup was more a step away from live performances anyway; Reznor
stated at the time of NIN's farewell shows that he would still use the name. He just needed to
knock out an Oscar and start a band with his wife first.

  

Reznor seems to be making a winking a reference to NIN's short retirement with his new album,
Hesitation Marks. Here's a record filled with lyrics about coming back and repeating cycles. All
of this has happened before; all of this will happen again.

  

Except now we have examples of what Reznor can do separated from his brand name. Do you
like NIN's more haunting experimental fare, like Ghosts? Check out the soundtracks Reznor
released under his own name. How about the droning NIN deep cuts? Give a gander to How to
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Destroy Angels. Outside of name recognition, why does Reznor need NIN?

  

Evidently, it's so he can write hits. Hesitation Marks contains some of the catchiest Reznor
compositions since, well, the last NIN album, The Slip. "Copy of A" and "Came Back Haunted"
are dual cannons of dance-gasms and big ol' choruses. "Disappointed" has drums that sound
like got-damn hand claps. Some folks jokingly called "Everything" NIN's attempt at pop-punk
when it streamed last month, and they were actually kind of right. And I gotta give props to "All
Time Low," a grooving Berlin Bowie banger with an off-kilter guitar hook. Hesitation Marks is not
a heavy record, but it sure is a danceable one.

  

Within NIN's context, the two records Hesitation Marks most resembles are Pretty Hate
Machine (tons of dance tracks despite all that darkness) and With Teeth (it's a comeback record
too). This proves to be the record's drawback as well. Like With Teeth, Hesitation Marks is
frontloaded with the more crowd pleasing material. While nothing here is necessarily
disappointing, a tight 45-minute cut would have really upped the pop factor. As is, the album
has an ebb/flow quality that wears out after a while. Reznor has pursued new styles since NIN's
hiatus. A return to the moniker means a return to his safety zone.

  

Still, it's good to have NIN back. The band's summer shows prove Reznor can still rule crowds,
and this record boasts enough hits to add to that canon. It doesn't have the sprawling dystopian
sci-fi concepts of Year Zero or the challenging distribution method of The Slip. Rather,
Hesitation Marks is a solid, if typical sampling of NIN's sound presented through traditional
means. It's pretty good. ---Jelone, punknews.org

  

download (mp3 @320 kbs):
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