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Dire Straits - Alchemy (1984)

A S

DISC 1 1 Once Upon A Time In The West 2 Expresso Love 3 Romeo And Juliet 4 Love

Over Gold 5 Private Investigations 6 Sultans Of Swing DISC 2 1 Two Young
Lovers 2 Tunnel Of Love 3 Telegraph Road 4 Solid Rock 5 Going Home - Theme From 'Local
Hero' Musicians:

Mark Knopfler - guitar, vocals Hal Lindes - guitar Alan Clark - keyboards John llisley - bass
Terry Williams - drums Additional personnel: Tommy Mandel - keyboards Mel Collins -
saxophone Joop De Korte — percussion

There is an interesting contrast on this 94-minute double-disc live album (recorded at London's
Hammersmith Odeon in July 1983) between the music, much of which is slow and moody, with
Mark Knopfler's muttered vocals and large helpings of his fingerpicking on what sounds like an
amplified Spanish guitar, and the audience response. The arena-size crowd cheers wildly, and
claps and sings along when given half a chance, as though each song were an up-tempo
rocker. When they do have a song of even medium speed, such as "Sultans of Swing" or "Solid
Rock," they are in ecstasy. That Dire Straits' introspective music loses much of its detail in a live
setting matters less than that it gains presence and a sense of anticipation. Alan Clark's
keyboards help to fill out the sound and give Knopfler's spare melodies a certain majesty, but
Dire Straits remains an overgrown bar band with a Bob Dylan fixation, and that's exactly how
the crowd likes it. --- William Ruhlmann, Rovi

Alchemy to jeden z najlepszych albumdéw koncertowych wszechczaséw i zarazem pierwszy,
wydany przez Dire Straits. Same najprzedniejsze hity, we wspaniatych, rozbudowanych, czesto
improwizowanych aranzacjach. Po prostu, jazda obowigzkowa z zakresu Dire Straits. Plyta
wydana w lutym 1984 roku, to dwuptytowe wydawnictwo, zawierajgce blisko 95 minut muzyki.
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Muzyki najprzedniejszej i znakomitej jakosci. Jak juz pisatem we wstepie, Alchemy to swoiste
best of, tyle ze nagrywane na koncercie. Stucha sig tego bardzo mito. Stychac, ze zespét nie
jest zespotem typowo studyjnym, ale rownie znakomicie (jesli nie lepiej) brzmi na koncertach.
Kompozycje sg rozbudowane, zagrane z wielkim polotem. Niektore zaimprowizowane wtedy
soléwki na state weszty do kanonu koncertowego Dire Straits. --- Michat Btaszczyk,
rockmagazyn.pl
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