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    01. If You Were Mine (2:44)  02. Musical Mechanical Electrical Man (3:26)  03. Kick Me To
The Curb (3:04)  04. You Burnt Me (3:47)  05. House Of Cards (3:56)  06. Born Loser (2:44) 
07. Jump Right In (3:05)  08. Life Is A Journey (5:36)  09. World Of Love (4:00)  10.
Weatherman (3:48)  11. If You Change Your Mind (4:31)  12. No Fast Food (2:42)  13. My
Chains Are Gone (4:29)    Musicians:  Lil’ Ed Williams - guitar and vocals  Michael Garrett –
guitar  James “Pookie” Young - bass and background vocals  Kelly Littleton – drums    

 

  

Jump Start is the latest CD from Lil’ Ed & The Blues Imperials, and their eighth on Alligator
Records. Lil’ Ed Williams’ uncle was the great Chicago showman J.B. Hutto, and he surely
would be proud of this latest effort from the band.

  

There is a good mix of fast burners and slow smokers, with several standout cuts. The opener,
“If You Were Mine”, is a rocker that has a rockabilly tinge to it. “Musical Mechanical Electric
Man” is playful and might remind some of Rick Estrin and The Nightcats. “House of Cards”
features a very nice controlled scorching guitar solo and is vaguely reminiscent of Jeff Healy.
“Jump Right In” is a swinging jump style blues that will evoke memories of a Duke Robillard
romp; just really well played, with an excellent solo from Michael Garrett! The best cut of this
album, the slow and soulful “Life Is A Journey”, was co-written by Ed and his wife, Pam, and
features Ed on a long and beautiful solo. It is a stunning piece. Also stunning is “If You Change
Your Mind”, a slow Hutto cover that features some sweet slide playing from Ed and nice piano
from Marty Sammon.

  

This is a standout album. The playing is loose enough to be real and tight enough to be
effective. Production values are simple and not overdone, and the sound quality and mix are
right on the money. Lil’ Ed & The Blues Imperials – Jump Start would be a welcome addition to
any collection and is highly recommended. --- americanbluesscene.com
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