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Jack Owens and Bud Spires - It Must Have Been The Devil (1995)

1. Can't See, Baby - 6:08 2. Jack Ain't Had No Water - 4:43 3. Cherry Ball - 3:53 4. Nothin'
But Notes - 1:33 5. Good Morning, Little Schoolgirl - 4:44 6. | Love My Baby - 4:52 7. Catfish
Blues - 7:47 8. It Must Have Been The Devil - 9:48 9. Hard Times - 5:13 10. Ain't No Lovin’,
Ain't No Gettin' Along - 5:10 11. | Won't Be Bad No More - 4:37  Jack Owens - vocals and
guitar Benjamin 'Bud' Spires - harmonica

Although this album is credited to Owens and Bud Spires, it's really Owens' show; Spires adds
some harmonica accompaniment to Jack's playing and singing. Although David Evans (who
produced these recordings) intimates that Owens is better than Skip James in his liner notes,
it's really not that hard to figure out why James is better known; James' songs are simply better
written, more gripping, and more memorable, and Owens tends to ramble pleasantly. If you're
looking for the Bentonia sound, though, this is certainly a down-home, well-recorded
representation, and has an advantage over those vintage James (or any vintage blues) sides in
that the fidelity is much, much clearer. Recorded in 1970, the 1995 CD reissue adds five
previously unreleased tracks. --- Richie Unterberger, allmusic.com
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