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1. moanin' at midnight 2. how many more years 3. i'm the wolf 4. baby how long 5. evil
(is going on) 6. forty four 7. smokestack lightnin' 8. i asked for water 9. the natchez burnin’
10. who's been talkin' 11. sittin' on top of the world 12. i've been abused 13. howlin' for my
baby 14. wang dang doodle 15. back door man 16. spoonful 17. down in the bottom 18.
the red rooster 19. i ain't superstitious 20. goin'down slow 21. 300 pounds of joy 22. killing
floor 23. dust my broom 24. ain't goin' down that dirt road 25. the red rooster =~ Bass —
Willie Dixon, Bill Wyman Drums — Earl Phillips, Willie Steele, Hubert Sumlin, Fred Below,
Cassell Burrows, Charlie Watts Guitar — Lee Cooper, Willie Johnson, Hubert Sumlin, Jody
Williams, Otis "Smokey" Smothers, Jimmy Rogers Harmonica, Guitar, Vocals - Howlin' Wolf
Harmonica — Jeffrey M. Carp Piano — Otis Spann, Horsea Lee Kennard, Lafayette Leake
Organ — Stevie Winwood Baritone Saxophone — Donald Hankins Tenor Saxophone — Adolph
"Billy" Duncan, Eddie Shaw

This magisterial set opens with 1951's "Moanin' At Midnight", recorded for Sun Records, but
appearing on Chicago's Chess label the next year. It was for Chess that the Wolf would record
his formidable body of work, only entering the studio at the age of 41. Chester Burnett was
given his performing name as a child, by his grandfather. He was taught guitar by Charley
Patton and, later, harmonica by Sonny Boy Williamson I, his raw-throated delivery possessed
of an unequalled authority, becoming a prime influence on later artists like Captain Beefheart
and Tom Waits. The Wolf's fearsome personal reputation is audible in his music, charged with a
trembling violence as he grinds through an unbeatable string of classics: "How Many More
Years", "Smokestack Lightnin™, "Wang Dang Doodle", "Spoonful", "The Red Rooster", "300
Pounds Of Joy" and "Killing Floor", all written either by key blues composer Willie Dixon or The
Wolf himself. Dixon plays double bass on most tracks, with Hubert Sumlin's stinging lead guitar
also an essential part of Howlin's regular band. The rest of the revolving line-up reads like a
who's- who of blues kingpins: ke Turner, Otis Spann, Jimmy Rogers, Buddy Guy. To close,
there's a rare solo acoustic glimpse on 1968's "Ain't Goin' Down That Dirt Road" and 1970's
version of "The Red Rooster", with willing electric pupils Eric Clapton, Stevie Winwood, Bill
Wyman and Charlie Watts. ---Martin Longley, amazon.com
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