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Helen Humes – Complete 1927-1950 Studio Recordings (2001)

  

  Disc 1  01 – Black Cat Blues – 3:11  02 – A Worried Woman’s Blues – 2:59  03 – If Papa Has
Outside Lovin’ – 2:48  04 – Do What You Did Last Night – 2:55  05 – Everybody Does It Now –
3:00  06 – Cross-Eyed Blues – 3:09  07 – Garlic Blues – 2:59  08 – Alligator Blues – 3:00  09 –
Happy Headed Blues – 2:59  10 – Race Horse Blues – 3:01  11 – Jubilee – 2:50  12 – (I Can
Dream) Can’t I ? – 3:01  13 – Song of the Wanderer – 3:04  14 – It’s the Dreamer in Me – 2:57  
  play   15 – Mound Bayou – 2:44  16 – Unlucky Woman – 3:13  17 – Gonna Buy Me a
Telephone – 3:07  18 – I Would if I Could – 3:00  19 – Keep Your Mind on Me – 2:55  20 –
Fortune Tellin’ Man – 3:18  21 – Suspicious Blues – 3:05    Disc 2  01 – Unlucky
Woman – 3:55  02 – Every Now And Then – 3:19  03 – Hey May be Your Man – 3:00  04 – Blue
Prelude – 3:12  05 – Be Baba Leba – 2:46  06 – Voo-It – 2:59  07 – Did You Ever Love A Man –
2:57  08 – Central Avenue Boogie – 2:39  09 – Please Let Me Forget – 3:10  10 – He Don’t
Love Me Anymore – 2:52  11 – Pleasin’ Man Blues – 3:07  12 – See See Rider – 2:49       
play
 13 – It’s Better To Give Than Receive – 2:58  14 – Be Ba Ba Le Ba Boogie – 2:46  15 –
Married Man Blues – 3:00  16 – Be-bop bounce – 2:23  17 – If I Could Be With You One Hour
Tonight – 2:44  18 – I Don’t Know His Name – 2:44  19 – Drive me daddy – 3:00  
 Disc 3
 01 – Jet Propelled Papa – 2:45  02 – Blue and Sentimental – 3:12  03 – I Just Refuse to Sing
the Blues – 2:59  04 – They Raided the Joint – 2:31  05 – Mad About You – 3:04  06 – Jumpin’
on Sugar Hill – 2:59  07 – Flippity Flop Flop – 2:03  08 – Today I Sing the Blues – 2:56  09 –
Time Out for Tears – 3:19  10 – Married Man Blues – 3:14  11 – Somebody Loves Me – 2:28     

play
 12 – Don’t Fall in Love With Me – 3:06  13 – I’ve Got the Strangest Feeling – 3:11  14 – Free –
2:29  15 – Sad Feeling – 2:36  16 – Rock Me to Sleep – 2:44  17 – This Love of Mine – 2:55  18
– He May Be Yours – 2:38  19 – Ain’t Gonna Quit You Baby – 2:52  20 – Helen’s Advice – 2:47 
21 – Knockin’ Myself Out – 2:20  22 – Airplane Blues – 2:31  
 

 

  

A superb vocalist even at the age of 13, Helen Humes rarely left that peak of performance,
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appearing in front of some of the most swinging jump tunes as well as the most affecting jazz
ballads during her long career. Like Billie Holiday and Dinah Washington, Humes was an early
resonator with the blues, which allowed her the intensity of feeling to carry across any type of
material with conviction and passion. Jazz Factory, the superb Spanish reissue label, obliged
fans of Humes and vocal music alike with a three-disc collection of recordings from the first
quarter-century of her career. While still a teenager, she sounded very mature (artistically and
otherwise) for a series of ten 1927 risque blues titles like "If Papa Has Outside Lovin’" and "Do
What You Did Last Night." Off record for ten years but apparently still growing as a singer,
Humes reappeared in 1937 on two Harry James sessions with a sublime gloss on up-tempo
swinging blues reminiscent of Ella Fitzgerald. She recorded three dozen excellent sides during
the mid-’40s in front of bands led by Bill Doggett and Buck Clayton, and recorded the hit
"Be-Baba-Leba" (which came from her own pen) with Doggett in 1945. Another title from the
same year, "Voo-It," illustrates that Humes was an excellent scatter and also one of those
musician vocalists who loved nothing more than hearing a great solo from one of her sidemen
— in this case, it’s the crying trumpet of Snooky Young. She revisited the double entendre
several times during 1947, and foreshadowed the direction of her ’50s recordings with solid
torch songs like "Time Out for Tears" and "Sad Feeling." An authoritative collection of Humes’
early recordings, Complete 1927-1950 Recordings includes a wealth of enjoyable sides, though
less-invested listeners will find much of what they want courtesy of the Best of Jazz compilation
Her Best Recordings: 1927-1947 or Classics volumes like 1927-1945 and 1945-1947. --- John
Bush, All Music Guide
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