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Karolina Smietana - lllusion (2017)

1 Something 2 Skylark 3 Within 4 E Preciso Perdoar 5 Za Blisko 6 The Beauty
Of Mind 7 I Am A Little Sunshine 8 Orange Moon 9 The Ego Thing  Karolina
Smietana - vocals Rafat Sarnecki - guitar Soren Gemmer - piano Anders Fijeldsted - bass
Radek Wosko - drums

This is the debut album by the Polish (resident in Denmark) singer/songwriter Karolina
Smietana recorded with an excellent Polish/Danish quartet comprising of Polish guitarist Rafat
Sarnecki and drummer Radek Wosko and Danish pianist Soren Gemmer and bassist Anders
Fjeldsted. The album presents nine tracks, six of which are original compositions by Smietana,
one is co-composed by her and Wosko and the remaining two are standards. Smietana also
wrote the English lyrics to five of the songs, one is a poem by the Polish poetess Wistawa
Szymborska (and is the only case of Polish lyrics on the album) and the remaining three texts
originate from other sources. The aloum was recorded (mostly) at the excellent RecPublica
Studios and engineered by tukasz Olejarczyk with great sonic results, as expected.

Smietana's music is quite typical of the Polish Jazz vocal idiom, with solid melodies and
coherent structures, which are pleasant and easy on the ear, without being trivial or boring. The
songs are diverse enough to show her compositional palette and the lyrics are not an insult to
the intelligence, which in today's musical world is a success by itself. On the other hand,
however, not everything is perfect; Smietana has a nice mellow voice, which she uses wisely,
but her vocal range is limited and there are no virtuosic vocal performances herein. The usual
problem with singing in English, when it is not the singer's native tongue, produces the common
pronunciation and accent problems.

What gives the album a great boost are the great instrumental performances by the quartet,
which does a superb job accompanying her. Sarnecki plays superbly and manages to create a
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few brilliant solos. Gemmer also proves to be a great accompanist, with a great feel for melody
and excellent technique. The rhythm section does an amicable job all along and plays along
with the vocals and the lead instruments with elegance and flair. In short the instrumental parts
are top notch. Overall this is a nice vocal Jazz album, which exposes Smietana as an able
vocalist and solid composer, marking a positive kickstart of her career. | am already looking
forward to her next project! ---Adam Baruch, polish-jazz.blogspot.com

Wydawnictwo RecArt przedstawia album wokalistki i kompozytorki Karoliny Smietany - "lllusion”
(RecArt 0021).

Na ptycie znalazto sie 9 utworow, wiekszo$¢ z nich to kompozycje autorskie mtodej wokalistki.
Obok oryginalnych kompozycji zespét siega po muzyke Swiata i prezentuje jg w unikatowej
formie. To potaczenie wielu kierunkédw w muzyce, jednak cato$¢ zostata zachowana w stylistyce
jazzowej. Inspiracjg do powstania muzyki i tekstu staty sie podr6ze do Nowego Jorku i Afryki,
ale przede wszystkim "podr6z artystki do wnetrza samej siebie", uwazna obserwacja i analiza
ludzkich zachowan i emocji. Wiekszos$¢ utworéw na ptycie zostata wykonana w jezyku
angielskim, wyjatek stanowi brazylijski utwor "E preciso perdoar" oraz oryginalna kompozycja
do wiersza polskiej poetki Wistawy Szymborksiej, zatytutowanego "Jestem za blisko".

Karolina Smietana tak ttumaczy tytut swojego albumu: Tytut ptyty "lluzja" jest nawigzaniem do
wyobrazenia, ktére nosimy w sobie na temat Swiata, samych siebie, a przede wszystkim
mitosci. lluzja mitoéci jest jedng z najpiekniejszych, jednocze$nie najsilniejszych emociji, ktdrych
do$wiadczamy w zyciu. Przynosi rado$¢, cierpienie, podniecenie, depresje, dezorientacje,
zrozumienie, uzaleznienie i zniewolenie. "Emocje rodzg sie z pozadania, stad ztudzenie" -
Buddha. ---polskieradio.pl
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