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  Magnificat, Wq 215  1. Chor. Magnificat anima mea Dominum 2:54  2. Arie. Quia respexit
humilitatem 5:32  3. Arie. Quia fecit mihi magna 3:59  4. Chor. Et misericordia eius 3:59  5. Arie.
Fecit potentiam in bracchio suo 3:37  6. Duett. Deposuit potentes de sede 5:52  7. Arie.
Suscepit Israel puerum suum 4:43  8. Chor. Gloria Patri et Filio 1:49  9. Chor. Sicut erat in
principio 5:27    Heilig ist Gott, Wq 217  1. Ariette. Herr, wert, daß Scharen
der Engel 1:44  2. Chor der Engel und Völker. Heilig, heilig, heilig ist Gott 6:08  
 Sinfonie in D major, Wq 183/1
 1. Allegro di molto 5:47  2. Largo 1:34  3. Presto 2:51  
 Berlin RIAS Chamber Choir  Hans-Christoph Rademann - director    

 

  

The rather random trio of pieces on this release by Germany's RIAS Kammerchor and
Akademie für alte Musik Berlin has an explanation: all were drawn from the program of a
concert C.P.E. Bach presented in Hamburg in 1786 to benefit a group of doctors who treated
poor patients without charge. The concert was meant to be a sort of survey of Bach's own
career and the course of music in the 18th century in general; its first half covered J.S. Bach
and Handel's Messiah, while the second part was devoted to C.P.E. himself and included the
three works here, coming from the beginning, middle, and end of Bach's career (he died two
years later). The big Magnificat, Wq 215, was C.P.E. Bach's first major choral work, composed
in 1749. It lies somewhere between J.S. Bach and Vivaldi (in the arias), and it seems designed
to show off the young composer's contrapuntal masters; at the time, the younger Bach hoped to
succeed his father at the Thomaskirche in Leipzig. The work certainly does that, with an
impressive final fugue (track 9), even if there's little about it that you remember when it's over.
Still more imposing are the aria and chorus Heilig ist Gott, Wq 217, which was a celebrated
work in its time but is nowadays rarely performed. None of the works on the album uses
C.P.E.'s trademark chromaticism, and in this motet he specifically claimed to be trying to create
vivid effects with diatonic harmonies. The only work that is at all unconventional is the late
Symphony in D major, Wq 183/1, and there the distinctive Bach experimental touches lie in
rhythm and especially instrumentation (the winds lead an existence largely independent from
that of the strings) rather than in harmony. These aren't really characteristic Bach works, but
apparently the composer himself thought that they were. For that reason, and for the clean
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singing of the RIAS Kammerchor, this is certainly worth the time of those interested in J.S.
Bach's second son. ---James Manheim, Rovi
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