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Verdi  – I Vespri  Siciliani (Callas) [2001]

  

  Disc: 1  1. Overture  2. Act One: A Te, Ciel Natio  3. Act One: Qual S'offre Al Mio Sguardo  4.
Act One: In Alto Mare E Battuto Dai Venti  5. Act One: O Donna!  6. Act One: Qual'e Il Tuo
Nome?  7. Act Two: O Patria, O Cara Patria  8. Act Two: O Tu, Palermo  9. Act Two: Ai Nostri
Fidi Nunzio... Santo Amor  10. Act Two: Quale, O Prode, Al Tuo Coraggio  11. Act Two:
Cavalier, Questo Foglio Il Vicere V'invia!  12. Act Two: Il Rossor Mi Copri/Il Terrore Ho Nel Sen  
 Disc: 2
 1. Act Three: Si, M'aborriva Ed A Ragion!  2. Act Three: In Braccio Alle Dovizie  3. Act Three:
Sogno O Son Desto!... Mentre Contemplo  4. Act Three: Ma Che! Fuggi Il Mio Sguardo... Ah!...
Figlio, Invano  5. Act Three: Ballet  6. Act Three: O Splendide Feste! O Notti Feconde  7. Act
Three: Colpo Orrendo, Inaspeettato!  
 Disc: 3
 1. Act Four: E Di Monforte Il Cenno!  2. Act Four: Giorno Di Pianto  3. Act Four: O Sdegni Miei,
Tacete!  4. Act Four: Arrigo! Ah, Parli A Un Core  5. Act Four: Pensando A Me! E Dolce Raggio 
6. Act Four: Amica Man, Sollievo Al Martir  7. Act Four: Addio Mia Patria, Invendicato  8. Act
Four: De Profundis Clamavi Ad Te, Domine!  9. Act Four: Ministro Di Morte, Arresta!  10. Act
Five: Si Celebri Alfine Tra Canti  11. Act Five: Marce, Dilette Amiche (Bolero)  12. Act Five: La
Brezza Aleggia Intorno  13. Act Five: Al Tuo Cor Generoso  14. Act Five: Ecco, Per L'aura
Spiegasi  15. Act Five: In Fra Di Noi Si Oppone  16. Act Five: Deh! Vieni/Il Mio Mortale Dolor  
 Maria Callas  Giorgio Kokolios Bardi  Enzo Mascherini  Boris Christoff  Mario Friosini  Bruno
Carmassi  Gino Sarri  Mafalda Masini  Aldo Paoli    Coro & Orchestra del Teatro Comunale 
Erich Kleiber - conductor    

 

  

The biggest (but not only) caveat about this recording of I Vespri siciliani is the sound quality.
Other versions of the performance have been released at least half a dozen times, which is a
testament to its vocal quality over its sound. This version is less noisy than some, but it's
distractingly boomy. It's a dinky-sounding recording; everyone -- the soloists, the chorus, the
orchestra -- seems reduced, diminished, sometimes remote. The quality of the first act is the
worst, and things do improve somewhat, but the beginning is marred by innumerable squawks,
buzzes, fluctuations in volume, and bleed-through. By the second act, those issues seem
mostly to have been resolved and return only sporadically; what remains is a mediocre, distant
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sound with considerable tape hiss, which is usually at least listenable without causing flinching.

  

Erich Kleiber leads the chorus and orchestra of Maggio Musicale Fiorentino in a vigorous
reading of the score, but he makes some substantial cuts. The overall performance is not
entirely consistent. The ensemble, especially at the beginning, is especially ragged. If the
chorus and orchestra are not stellar, the soloists are exceptional and account for the
perseverance of this performance, in spite of the recording's other deficits. Callas gives a
lustrous performance, absolutely secure, radiantly lyrical, and deeply expressive. The quirks
that tended to mar her sound later in her career aren't evident; her performance alone makes it
well worth plowing through the execrable sound. She is surrounded by a distinguished cast
whose performances provide a fitting context for her star turn. Boris Christoff's Procida is
complex, dark, and furiously forceful. Giorgio Kokolios Bardi is little known, but he is an Arrigo
with real presence, and his singing is lyrical and heroic. Enzo Mascherini brings warmth and
dramatic energy to the troubled Monforte. The ensembles that bring the four together at the end
of the fourth and fifth acts, while sonically unbalanced, are vocally and dramatically thrilling. The
extraordinary singing will motivate fans of larger-than-life, old-fashioned operatic performances
to persevere through the poor sound of the recording. --- Stephen Eddins, Rovi
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