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Stravinsky: The Fairy's Kiss - Faun and Shepherdess - Ode (1997)

  

  Faun and Shepherdess op.2  1.La Bergère 3:16  2.Le Faune 3:22  3.Le Torrent 3:27    Lucy
Shelton, The Cleveland Orchestra, Oliver Knussen    The Fairy's Kiss
 4.Prologue 2:40  5.Allegro sostenuto (fig. 11) 2:00  6.(fig. 27) 2:03  7.Andante - Vivace agitato
(fig. 40) 1:34  8.Tempo giusto (fig. 51)  4:13  9.Valse (fig. 78)  2:44  10.Doppio movimento (fig.
97)  4:01  11.Moderato (fig. 120)  3:14  12.Allegretto grazioso (fig. 132)  3:05  13.Pas de Deux -
A. Entrée (fig. 158) 1:32  14.B. Adagio (fig. 166)  3:14  15.C. Variation (fig. 175) 1:13  16.D.
Coda (fig. 181) 2:04  17.Scène (fig. 205) 4:53  18.Berceuse of the Eternal Dwellings (fig. 215)
5:01  
 Ode
 19.Eulogy: Lento 3:45  20.Eclogue: Con moto  2:45  21.Epitaph: Lento 3:29   
 Lucy Shelton (mezzo-soprano)   Cleveland Orchestra  Oliver Knussen - conductor    

 

  

The Fairy’s Kiss, Stravinsky’s longest ballet score, is his homage to the muse of Tchaikovsky.
The whole piece is an affectionate pastiche, largely based on Tchaikovsky’s piano pieces and
songs (including the well known ‘None but the Lonely Heart’), yet such is the skill with which this
large-scale act of kleptomania is carried out that there is scarcely a single bar that is not
instantly recognisable as Stravinsky’s own. More echt, but much less characteristic, is The Faun
and the Shepherdess, a setting of erotic verses by Pushkin. This was Stravinsky’s gift to his
wife on their honeymoon – one of his very earliest compositions, and a piece which he later
admitted ‘sounds like Stravinsky not at all, or only through thickly bespectacled hindsight’. As for
the orchestral Ode, written in memory of Natalie Koussevitzky, its middle movement began life
as would-be Hollywood film music, intended for a scene in the 1944 version of Jane Eyre,
starring Orson Welles and Joan Fontaine. There are echoes of another memorial piece, the
Symphonies of Wind Instruments, though the Ode does not strive after the same air of ritual
mourning. This is a splendidly played and recorded disc, and no one interested in the byways of
Stravinsky’s output should fail to explore it. ---Misha Donat, classical-music.com
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