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Franz von Suppé - Die Schéne Galathée (2007)

1. Quvertire 2. Introduction. Aurora erwacht - Zieht in den Frieden  play 3. Meinem
Papi Gordios 4. Terzett. Hinaus! 5. Chor und Preghiera. Aurora ist erwacht 6. Erwasben und
Duett. Ah! Sie regt sich - Gefiihl so warm, so su3 7. Rezitativ und Arie. Was sagst du - Leise
bebt und zaub'risch schwebt
play

8. Couplet. Wir Griechen 9. Terzett. Seht den Schmuck, den ich fiir Euch gebracht 10.
Trinklied. Heil im Glas 11. KuB-Duett. Ach mich zieht's zu dir  12. Finale. O Venus! Lal3 sie
werden, was sie war
Pigmalyon - Rene Kollo Mydas - Ferry Gruber Galatea - Anna Moffo Ganymed - Rose
Wagemann Rundfunkorchester Miichen Chor des Bayerischen Rundfunks Kurt Eichhorn -
director, 1974

Die schéne Galathee (The Beautiful Galatea) is an operetta in two acts by Franz von Suppé to a
German libretto by the composer and 'Poly Henrion' (the pseudonym of L Kohl von Kohlenegg).

In the early 1860s, French operettas by Jacques Offenbach were first presented in Vienna.
Franz von Suppé was obliged to compete with them by taking the time-honored traditions of
Vienna and combining it with the new style of Offenbach. Die schéne Galathee was Franz von
Suppé's first critical success.

The first performance was at Meysels-Theater in Berlin on 30 June 1863, with Anna Grobecker
of the Vienna Carltheater as a guest star singing the role of Ganymed. It was given in London at
the Opera Comique, on 6 November 1871, and in New York at the Stadt Theater on 6
September 1867.
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Synopsis:

The sculptor Pygmalion has fallen madly in love with his statue of Galathee. Therefore he does
not want to sell the statue to a patron of the arts, Mydas, and prays to Venus, the goddess of
the love, to breathe life into the statue. His wish is granted and Galatea comes to life. However,
Galatea turns out to be a very independent-minded creature. She is unfaithful to Pygmalion with
his servant Ganymed (because he is much more pleasing to her than Pygmalion) and does not
reject Midas, who offers her jewelry. When Pygmalion catches Galathee in a compromising
situation, he implores Venus to turn her back into stone. The jewelry offered by Midas is also
turned to stone, but the whole statue is sold to him.
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