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Don McLean - Chain Lightning (1978)

  

    A1  Words And Music  3:06  A2  Crying  3:50  A3  It's Just The Sun  2:30  A4  Lotta Lovin' 
2:07  A5  Chain Lightning  7:48  B1  Your Cheating Heart  3:04  B2  Wonderful Night  3:01  B3 
It Doesn't Matter Anymore  3:02  B4  Since I Don't Have You  2:31  B5  Genesis (In The
Beginning)  5:05  B6  It's A Beautiful Life  2:11  +  C1 American Pie (New 1992 Version)  8:58 
C2 Vincent (New 1992 Version) 5:18  C3 And I Love You So (New 1992 Version) 4:46   
Acoustic Guitar – Don McLean, James D. Capps, Ray Edenton  Backing Vocals [Background
Vocals] – The Jordanaires  Bass – Bob "The King" Moore  Drums – Eddy Anderson, Joseph E.
Chrisman  Drums, Percussion – Jerry K. Carrigan  Electric Guitar – Billy R. Sanford  Electric
Piano – Bobby R. Woods  Guitar [Tic Tac] – Tommy D. Allsup  Pedal Steel Guitar – Pete Drake 
Piano – Chuck Cochran, Hargus "Pig" Robbins  Strings – The Nashville Strings     

 

  

These 12 tracks were cut in 1978 and finally released three years later, scoring a Top 30 listing
on the album charts and two hit singles, covers of Roy Orbison's "Crying" and the Skyliners'
"Since I Don't Have You." Utilizing top Nashville pickers all the way through and Elvis' backup
group, the Jordanaires, on several tracks, Don McLean's versions of Buddy Holly's "It Doesn't
Matter Anymore," Gene Vincent's "Lotta Lovin," Hank Williams' "Your Cheatin' Heart," and
Gordon Lightfoot's "If You Could Read My Mind" (included here as a bonus track) show that
he's a fine interpreter of other writers' material as well. McLean's originals on this album include
"Words and Music," "It's Just the Sun," "It's a Beautiful Life," "Genesis (In the Beginning),"
"Wonderful Night" and the title track, all of which blend quite well with the chosen covers. If
"American Pie" is mostly all you've ever heard by this artist, here's another side of the coin well
worth investigating. ---Cub Koda, allmusic.com
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