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Christy Moore - The Iron Behind The Velvet (1978)

  

    01. Patrick Was A Gentleman: Irvine's Polka (Christy Moore/Andy Irvine) - 3:01  02. The Sun
Is Burning (Ian Campbell) - 4:02  03. Morrissey And The Russian Sailor (trad., arr.Christy
Moore) - 3:24  04. The Foxy Devil ("Galway Joe" Dolan) - 3:18  05. Three Reels: The Newly
Mowed Meadow/Farrell O'Gara's Reel/No Name (trad., arr.Christy Moore) - 5:14  06. Trip To
Jerusalem/Mullingar Races/The Crooked Road ("Galway Joe" Dolan) - 5:11  07. Three Reels:
Tommy Coen's/The Youngest Daughter/Flax In Bloom (trad., arr.Christy Moore) - 4:00  08.
Patrick's Arrival (Christy Moore) - 3:37  09. Gabriel McKeon's: Cailin Deas Cruaite Na
Mbo/Gilbert Clancy's (trad., arr.Christy Moore) - 6:37  10. Dunlavin Green (Christy Moore) - 5:31
 11. Joe McCann (Eamon O'Doherty) - 3:19  12. John O'Dreams (trad., arr.Christy Moore) - 3:51
   Personnel:  - Christy Moore - vocals, guitar, bouzouki, bodhran, producer  - Andy Irvine -
mandolin, harmonica, valdolin, dulcimer, bouzouki, vocals  - Barry Moore (Luka Bloom) - guitar,
vocals  - Noel Hill - concertinas  - Tony Linnane - fiddle  - Gabriel McKeon - Uileann pipes  -
Jimmy Faulkner - electric, ascoustic & slide guitars  - Rosemary Flanagan - cello  - Brian
Masterson – producer    

 

  

Released in 1978 'The Iron Behind the Velvet' was the second solo recording from the man who
went on to become a legend in Irish folk and traditional music.

  

Christy, a native of Co. Kildare, started in the music business in the mid-sixties, when his life as
a bank clerk was interrupted by a bank strike, and he moved to England. There he became
involved in the folk music scene at the time, and spent a few years playing pubs and clubs
around the country.

  

His return to Ireland was marked by the album Prosperous, which proved to be a milestone in
the rapprochement of Irish music to the popular mainstream. This album benefited from a
collaboration of the leading talents of contemporary folk music, musicians such as Andy Irvine,
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Donal Lunny and Liam O'Flynn, and this one-off was to lead to the formation of Planxty, a band
who were at the leading edge of the revival of Irish traditional music.

  

[Christy Moore] In addition to his work with Planxty , Christy continued to explore new ground as
a solo artist. During his first period with Planxty he also managed to record his own solo albums,
including The Iron Behind the Velvet and Live in Dublin.

  

After a short-lived Planxty revival in 1978, where they recorded two albums After the Break and
The Woman I Loved So Well, they decided to call it a day and pursue their solo careers.

  

In the eighties Christy again teamed up with Donal Lunny to form Moving Hearts , another
ambitious and innovative Irish band which sought to mix jazz into the folk-rock fusion.

  

Ever the wanderer, Christy was soon breaking out on his own again, and it was in the eighties
that he began to establish himself as one of Ireland's leading solo artists with a string of
acclaimed albums and high profile tours. In 1997 Christy decided to take a break from the
music. In 2000 he made a short comeback to perform a number of Dublin concert dates but for
medical reasons had to cancel after the first few shows. --- taramusic.com
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