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Marianne Faithfull - Broken English (1979)

01.Broken English 02.Witches' Song 03.Brain Drain 04.Guilt 05.The Ballad Of Lucy Jordan
06.What's The Hurry? 07.Working Class Hero 08.Why'd Ya Do It?

After a lengthy absence, Faithfull resurfaced on this 1979 album, which took the edgy and brittle
sound of punk rock and gave it a shot of studio-smooth dance rock. Faithfull's whiskey-worn
vocals perfectly match the bitter and biting "Why'd Ya Do It" and revitalize John Lennon's
"Working Class Hero." —John Floyd, Rovi

Marianne Faithfull had been effectively written off as a one-hit wonder when she reappeared in
1979 to shock everyone with this dark masterpiece. Gone was the bland choirgirl voice of "As
Tears Go By," replaced by an instrument that, although ravaged by drink, drugs, and hard living,
had gained in expressiveness. The music, which sounded like a synthesizer phalanx hijacked
by depressed punks, was perfectly suited to these songs of disillusionment ("Ballad of Lucy
Jordan") and loss (the title track). Most powerful was a "Working Class Hero" that matched John
Lennon's original sneer for sneer, and an X-rated response to infidelity ("Why D'Ya Do It") that
could've been torn from Bill Clinton-inspired headlines. --Ben Edmonds, amazon.com
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